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FOREWORD  
 

 

Benjamin Franklin once said; ñThose that fail to plan, plan to failò. The increment in source 

allocation in Constituency Development Funds and population requires districts to put in 

plans that drives the social-economic development of their districts. Kab we, like any other 

district had from March, 2022 involved itself in developing a 2022 ï 2026 Integrated 

Development Plan. Therefore, the Kabwe District Integrated Development Plan attempts to 

align itself with appropriate developmental interventions toward s industrialization, 

infrastructure growth, human settlement and urban revitalization to achieve a City status.  

 

Integrated Development Planning is an approach to planning which is aimed at involving the 

local community to find suitable interventions towar ds sustainable development. It is the 

alignment of community ôs needs with the district budget. The ultimate goal is to  improve the 

quality of life for all the inhabitants of our district. We take into account the existing 

conditions, problems and resources available for development in order to set a framework for 

how land should be used. Priority will be given to what infrastructure and services are needed 

and how the environment should be protected.  

 

At Kabwe, we aim to apply our resources and people in such a manner that we address all 

issues pertaining to economic development, social upliftment, expansion,  and maintaining of 

infrastructure, as well as ecological sustainability. We also believe that the District 

Administration, Local Authority, Citizens and Businesses Community form a strong 

partnership with the common goal of developing a preferred City to live in. In doing so, we 

can Serve, Grow and Succeed Together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

ii  

I am happy that the formulation of the Kabwe Integrated Development Plan has gon e well 

and has engendered collaboration  across participating institutions.  It  is therefore imperative 

that coordination, communication and building synergies amongst all stakeholders is 

enhanced. I wish to express gratitude to His Worship the Mayor of Kabw e, the Honourable 

Members of Parliament for Kabwe Central, Hon. Chrizoster H. Phiri and Hon. Sydney 

Mushanga for Bwacha Constituencies. Further gratitude goes to the District Commissioner, 

Mr Lennox Shimwambwa, for his stewardship throughout the process of  coming up with this 

document. I wish to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to  USAID Local Impact 

Governance Project for the unwavering support during the IDP preparation process which 

rendered a wide citizen participation and collection of spatial data in accordance with the 

requirements of the Urban and Regional Planning Act No. 3 of 2015. 

I further wish to extend my gratitude to the members of the District Development 

Coordinating Committee (DDCC), the Provincial Physical Pla nning Authority for the 

technical support and guidance provided during the formulation process of the IDP and every 

stakeholder that participated in the development of this plan.  The invaluable wealth of 

experience and commitment by the members in their respective portfolios is greatly valued 

and made it possible to identify the appropriate indicators including the establishment of 

baselines and targets that have been used in the IDP. 

Finally, I would like to appreciate the Technical Working Group for the e xtra work invested 

in preparing and working tirelessly to consolidate the various inputs into the IDP.  

 

                       
 
Patrick Chishala 

His  Worship  the Mayor  of  Kabwe
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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY  
 

The formulation process of the Kabwe Integrated Development Plan (KIDP) was done 

through a participatory approach emanating from public consultations, zones, wards, District 

Development Coordinating Committee, development partners and the general citizenry of the 

District. The process involved intensive consultations, document reviews and district 

situation analysis in order to reflect the local reality and to create a sense of ownership of the 

plan by the citizens of Kabwe. The KIDP is well aligned to the countryõs aspiration of òsocio 

economic transformation for improved livelihoodó as espoused in the Eighth National 

Development Plan and the National Vision 2030 of becoming a òprosperous middle income nation 

by 2030ó. 

The KIDP is anchored on the four strategic development areas of the 8NDP aimed at 

improving the living conditions of the citizens of Kabwe namely; Economic Transformation 

and Job Creation, Human and Social Development, Environmental Sustainability, and Good 

Governance Environment. The KIDP is crit ical in guiding the development of the District as 

it seeks to address the challenges that the district is facing that were highlighted during the 

participation process. The KIDP has further outlined key potential areas of investment that 

will create forwa rd and backward linkages and revamp the local economy.  The plan is 

cognizant of the impact of climate change on the district and therefore endeavors to promote 

climate change and adaptation strategies such as sustainable agro forestry and Smart 

agricultura l practices. The KIDP embraces the concept of inclusive development in addressing 

the needs of the vulnerable in the district such as youths, women and persons with disabilities. 

The KIDP envisions the District as a sustainable, vibrant, inclusive, well connected and smart city by 

2050, that will enhance quality service delivery and create an enabling environment for 

economic growth and development using Information, Communication and Technology 

(ICT). 

The task ahead is therefore huge and the fruition of th is plan requires commitment and 

collaborative efforts by all stakeholders in ensuring its successful implementation.  
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PART ONE 
INTRODUCTION  AND  BACKGROUND  

1.0 Introduction  and Background  
 

The Urban and Regional Planning (URP)Act No.3 of 2015 mandates Local Authorities 

to prepare an Integrated Development  Plan (IDP) as a principal  planning instrument 

to guide and inform all planning decisions and development by all levels of 

government and stakeholders in the district. It is in the foregoing that the Kabwe 

Municipal Council  during its sitting under Minute number CM/16/01/22 initiated 

the planning process for the preparation of the Kabwe Integrated Development Plan 

(KIDP). Pursuant to Section 19(4) of the URP Act No.3 of 2015, the KIDP links, 

integrates and coordinates sector plans and proposals for the development of the 

district and forms the policy framework and basis on which annual budgets shall  be 

approved. The KIDP further promotes sustainable environmental and resource 

management and also identifies priority areas for development. The rational of the 

KIDP is to enhance co-ordination among all stakeholders  in the District  by ensuring 

that their  plans, operations are aligned with and inform each other. Therefore, the 

KIDP was done through a multi sectoral approach to address the development needs 

of the District in a coherent manner. The KIDP is aligned to National Development 

Plan currently the Eighth National Development Plan (8NDP) which hinges on the 

following Strategic Development Areas;  Economic Transformation  and Job Creation, 

Human and  Social Development, Environmental Sustainability and Good Governance 

Environment.  

 
1.1 Description  of  the IDP  area 

Kabwe is the Provincial capital of Central Province situated along the Great North 

Road 139Km from the North of Lusaka  and about 55Km South of Kapiri Mposhi. It 

is located in vicinity of latitude 14 27õ South and longitude 28 27õ east. The district has 

an area of approximately 1 572 square kilometers which translates into 159,268 

Hectares. Kabwe has been an important mining town for many decades, it was early 

connected to the countryõs principal railway line that goes up to Dares salaam in 

Tanzania. The figure below shows the location of the district in relation to other 

districts.  
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KMC, 2022 
 

1.1.1 Historical  Perspective of  the Kabwe  IDP  area 

The name Kabwe is short for òKabwe Ka Mukubaó meaning the stone of ore or the 

place of smelting. The old motto for the town was òfrom the earth we derived our 

beingó which symbolized the significance of the stone ore to the local people. The 

district has a significant historical background to mining that can be traced to a mining 

engineer T.G. Davey in 1902 who on the lookout for signs of Copper stumbled on a 

curiously shaped hill known to the local people as  Mutwe wa Nsofu or Elephant head. 

Exploring the head more closely, he discovered rich outcrops of lead and zinc. The 

formation of the deposits was similar to that in Broken Hill mines of  Australia  he 

therefore, named the place Broken Hill. Kabwe was known  as Broken Hill until 1967 

when the pristine name of Kabwe was restored. 

The Rhodesian Broken Hill Development Company began exploiting this ore by open  

cast mining. High -grade lead and zinc and later vanadium  and silver were also 

excavated. 

In the early days, problems started as deposits containing lead and zinc could not at 

first be economically separated and the mine closed down. The mine reopened and 

the farming industry began to grow to serve the town. The railway made Kabwe its 

headquarters. Locomotive sheds and marshalling yards were established, and 

government organised its administrative  headquarters for central province here. The 

Figure 3: Location Map of Kabwe District 

 
Figure 4: Location Map of Kabwe District 

Figure 1: Location Map of Kabwe District  

 
Figure 2: Location Map of Kabwe District  
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Central African Road Services (CARS), then the largest passengers and Haulage 

Company in the country, set up a depot and made Kabwe its Headquarter and Kabwe 

became the gateway to East Africa. Kabwe was declared a village in 1915, a township 

in 1930 and a municipality in 1954. The first mayor was Mr A.G Easton.  In 1921 a 

skull of primeval man, dati ng back to 50,000 years Before Christ (BC) was unearthed. 

The skull is however kept in the British Museum at present. Efforts to bring  this piece 

of historical  importance back to Zambia have proved  futile.  Kabwe is also regarded as 

the cradle of Zambiaõs independence as crucial decisions leading to independence in 

1964 were made here. 

1.2 General  Physical  Characteristics 

1.2.1 Topography  

Kabwe is situated on the so- called central plateau system at altitudes of 1,207m above 

sea level. The topography has a dominant gradient from southwest to northeast at an 

average slope of approximately 4m/km. The most dominant topographic features  are 

dambos, which are found in different sizes and frequencies. 

1.2.2 Geology  

The geological underground of Kabwe and its surroundings consist of schists, 

siltstones and quartzitic sand stones of the Katanga Super Group. The Hard rocks 

rarely crop out because they are weathered and covered by unconsolidated sediments. 

The geological underground of the western part of Kabwe is different from the 

remaining parts.  Though the rocks also belong to the Katanga Formation, they consist 

of limestone, marble and dolomite.  The Kalulu  Well  Field produces Ground water 

from limestone. These calcareous rocks contain caverns and channels that result from 

the chemical solution. It is assumed that caverns and channels are connected to some 

dambos and may reach the Lukanga swamps that are located some 50km towards the 

west. 

1.2.3 Hydrology  

Kabweôs major river  is the Mulungushi River  and it marks  the boundary with Kapiri 

Mposhi District to the North. Other rivers are Chitakata, Kalonga and Munga.  
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Source: KMC,  2022 

 

1.2.4 Drainage  Pattern 

Kabwe is situated east of the main water shed. The smaller western part drains 

towards the Lukanga Swamps whereas the remaining surface water flows to wards 

the east into the catchment area of the Lukanga River system. Of special interest is the 

Kalulu Forest Reserve that contains the Kalulu Well Field. The drainage of the surface 

water directs towards the east like the rest of Kabwe area. However, the flow pattern 

of the surface water is not identical with the subsurface drainage system. 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2:  Kabwe District Hydrology Map  

 

Table 1: Kabwe District Annual Temperatures Figure 2:  Kabwe District Hydrology 
Map 

 



 
 

5 

 
1.2.5 Climate  

1.2.5.1 Temperature 

The mean annual temperature of  Kabwe is 20.8 C. The hottest month is October with 

an average temperature of 23.9 C whereas July represents the coldest month with an 

average temperature of 15.8 C. The temperature description reflects the general 

temperatures within the district (see the table below).  
 

Source: Meteorological  Department  

 

1.2.6 Rainfall  

 

The average total annual rainfall in Kabwe is some 900mm (50 years, from 1949/50 to 

1999/2000). Most of the rainfall is between October and April, with  December and 

January as the wettest months. Due to the high temperature prevailing in the area, 

evapo-transpiration is very high and exceeds precipitation. This indicates a very dry 

area, which hardly allows a prosperous agriculture other than by irrigation.  

1.2.7 Relative  Humidity  

The average annual humidity in Kabwe is about 63.5%. The highest yearly humidity 

is reached during the rainy  season in the months of December to April, ranging 

between 72% and 81%. In contrast, the lowest humidity, some 41-44%, prevails during 

the hottest months of the year September and October.In comparison, the relative 

humidity  figures for  the central provin ce and Zambia are nearly the same for Kabwe. 

1.2.8 Sunshine  and Winds  

The mean annual sunshine duration is 8.2 hours per day. During the period of less 

rainfall (April to October) when the days are longer, the sunlight period of between  

8.7 and 10.2 h/d  is experienced. The shortest sunshine duration  is during  the months 

of higher precipitation (December to February) ranging from 5.7 to 5.9 h/d. In 

comparison, the average daily sunshine hours for Central province and Zambia are 

similar to Kabwe. Prevailing wi nds are predominantly towards  southwest in Central 

1572 
 

oC 

20.8 
 

Annual  Temp.oC 

14.9 
 

Annual  Temp oC 

29.8 

 

Annual  Temp oC 
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province. The average annual speed in Kabwe is around 1.6m/s reaching its 

maximum of 1.7-1.9m/s during the months of August to October. The monthly 

minimum  wind  speed is measured from  January to March ranging  between 1.3 and 

1.4m/s. In comparison, the wind speed for Central province and the rest of Zambia 

are slightly higher to Kabwe.  

 

1.3 General  Administration  

There are two administrative systems in the distri ct and these are central government 

system and local authority system. The district comprises two elected Members and 

twenty -nine (29) Councillors who are headed by the Mayor. 

1.3.1 Central  Administration  

Just like in all districts in Zambia Central Administration is composed of all 

government  departments and is headed by the District Commissioner.  The main role 

of the District Commissioner is to supervise and coordinate government activities in 

the district. He also harmonises the activities of the Local Authority in the district with 

those of Central Government. 

 

 

Figure 4: Kabwe Drainage Distribution Map  
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1.3.2 Local Authority  
 

The Local Authority has two wings, the political and the administrative wing.  Kabwe 

was among the pilot districts to devolve functions from Central government to the 

Local Authority. Line ministries and departments have since been incorporated into 

the local government structure and these cover health, education, agriculture, fisheries 

and livestock, community development, social welfare and Tourism Arts and Culture. 

The administrative wing is headed by the Town Clerk who is supported by 15 chief 

officers who are the heads of departments. The heads are assisted by a number of 

officers in their respectiv e sections. On the other hand, the political wing is headed by 

Her Worship the Mayor who is supported by the chairpersons of the committees of 

the council and the rest of the councilors. 

 

 
Figure 6:Reporting Structures for Ward Development CommitteesFigure 7: Organizational 
Structure at District Level5  

Figure 5:Organizational Structure at District Level 
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1.3.3 Governance 
 

The National Decentralization Policy  emphasizes the establishment of Sub-district 

structures called Ward Development Committees (WDCs) which are legal platforms 

for peopleõs participation in the development process. The district has established 29 

WDCs whose mandate is to create a link between communities and the Council, 

ensure that the residentsõ wards have an input in decisions made by the Council and 

stimulate and coordinate  initiatives  for the improvement of the environment and the 

livelihood of the residents. Figure 3.11 illustrates the reporting structure from the 

community level.  

 
 

MoLGRD, 2021 

Figure 6: Reporting Structures for Ward Development Committees  
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CHAPTER  TWO:  
 

PLANNING  SURVEY AND  ISSUES REPORT 

SECTORAL AND  THEMATIC  ANALYSIS  
2.0 Demographic  Analysis  

The following section provides a situational analysis of the demographic dynamics  of 

Kabwe district. The objective of this profile is to assist the Municipality in acquiring 

credible demographic data to inform planning, budgeting, prio ritization and policy 

making options across various sectors. The dynamics identified include population 

and population growth trends and population characteristics. It must be noted that 

the demographic analysis apart from the population of the district, i ts constituencies 

and density was based on the past census report. This was mainly because at the time 

of the preparation of this plan, a detailed census report had not yet been released. 

Nevertheless, the Urban and Regional Planning Act No.3 of 2015 provides for the 

review of the plan, therefore, in an event that a detailed Census report is released, the 

KIDP will be subjected to a review to include the current population projections with 

regard to the population dynamics in question.  

2.1 Population  and Population  Growth  

2.1.1 District  Population  Growth  Trends 

The figure below presents changes in the districtõs population  growth  rate from 6.8% 

for the period 1969-1980 to 1.3% for period 2010-2020. It shows a sharp reduction from 

6.8% to 0.5% between the period  1969 ð 1980 and 1980 ð 2000. And  then 

increased by 0.8% between the period  1990 ð 2000 (0.5%) and the period  2010 ð 2020 

(1.3%). 
 

(2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections,  2011 ð 2035) 

Figure 8: Population Growth Rate, 1969 -2020 
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2.1.2 Age Structure  and Dependency  Burden  

 
In terms of Age Structure, the district is characterized by an Expansive Pyramid, that 

is, the district has more people in the age group 0-15 years and begin to reduce 

afterwards. This implies that, Kabwe district has a serious dependency burden 

because the youth dependency ratio (the proportion of youths (under age 15) to 

economically active adults (ages 15 to 64)) is high. The district is therefore concerned 

for the reason that; the phenomenon of youth dependency may lead to an important 

concept called the hidden momentum of population growth (a built in tendency of the 

population to continue to grow even after birth rates have declined significantly.  

In view of the aforesaid, the district is expected to experience relatively high fertility 

rate due social, economic, cultural and institutional norms (belief that children are 

assets, early marriages, instincts which dictate that marrying is mandatory) which 

account for the phenomenon of youth dependency. Figure 6 depicts projected 

population pyramid for Kabwe by 2035.  

 

 

(2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections,  2011 ð 2035) 

Figure 9: Age structure Expansive Pyramid 
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2.1.3 Total Fertility  Rate (TFR) 

 
It is observed from Figure 7 that, Total Fertility Rates (TFR) is expected to drop by 

0.4%, that is, from 4.2 in 2020 to 3.8 in 2035. If fertility  rate were to remain constant at 

current levels, a woman from Kabwe district would bear an average of 3.8 children  in 

her lifetime. Though showing a declining trend line, the average rate of  population  

growth  of 1.3% is not expected to decline in the near future because there is early and 

almost universal marriage in the rural wards of the district and also the concept of the 

hidden momentum of population growth due youthful population as discussed in 

Figure 9. 
 

 

 (2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections,  2011 ð 2035) 

 
2.1.4 District  Population 

 
According to 2022 Census of Population and Housing Preliminary Report of 

December 2022, Kabwe District had a total projected population of 299,206 inhabitants 

in 2022 with an annual geometric growth rate of 3.3%. While the districtõs population 

density stood at 190.6Km2. On analysis for the span of 13 years, the districtõs 

Population is expected to grow from 299,206 in 2022 to 456,325 in 2035. 

Figure 10: Total Fertility Rate, 2020 -2035 
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Source: ZSA, 2022 

 

 

2.1.4.1 Projected Population  and Characteristics  

 

The districtõs population is expected to increase from 299,206 in 2022 to 456,325 by 

456,325 by 2035. From the positive point of view, this population growth provides 

business opportunities such as shopping malls, agro-value addition, setting up private 

schools, clinics, etc., due to readily available market. 

On another hand, this population growth may compromise the service provisi on in 

the district. For example, demand for housing units, land, public health, education, 

social, and economic, water & sanitation, trading spaces will also increase putting 

pressure on already limited facilities.  

Therefore, the district is trying to  analyse the current service coverage across all sector 

and establish if itõs enough to cope with this anticipated population growth, if not 

increase service coverage by what margins? 

2.1.5 Population  Projection  by  Constituency  
 

According to 2022 Census of Population and Housing Preliminary Report of 

December 2022, Kabwe Central Constituency had a total  projected population  of 

 Figure 11: Projected Population 2022-2035 
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179,275 people in 2022 whereas Bwacha Constituency had 199,391. However, in 2035 

Kabwe Central Constituency is expected to have 281,305 inhabitants while Bwacha 

Constituency 175,020 people. 

 

Source; ZSA, 2022 
 

2.1.6 Population  Projection  by  Gender  
 

Figure 11 shows that, Female population (155,314) in 2022 was slightly higher than 

male population (143,982) and that will continue to be the case until 2035, female 

population at 264,338 while male population at 209,987 . 

 

Source; ZSA, 2022 

 

Figure 12: Population Projection by Constiteuncy 2022 -2035 

Figure 13: Population Projection by Gender 
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2.1.7 Projected Population  Density  

 
It is projected that the districtõs population density will increase from 190.6Km2 in 2022 

to 290.7Km2 in 2035. This change will present a huge challenge to the district in terms 

increased demand for land use, increased demand for education, health and other. 

With overcrowding due to population growth, the district will see an increased 

breakout of numerous diseases. Apart from that, the utility company such ZESCO and 

Lukanga Water Supply and Sanitation Company will face a big challenge of 

expanding their services in terms of laying new pipes, poles and electricity lines as a 

case maybe. There is need therefore for the district to adequately plan for this 

anticipated development.  

 

Source: ZSA, 2022 

 

2.1.8 District  Population  by  Ward 

 
The population projection by ward was based on the 2010 census report this is because 

at the time of preparation of the KIDP, the preliminary Census report for 2022 did not 

show the population distribution of the District by ward. The population projection 

by ward is presented in table 3. 

Figure 14: Population Density 2022 -20235 
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Table 2: Population Distribution by Ward, 2020-2035 
 

 
(2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections,  2011 ð 2035) 
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2.1.9 Life  Expectancy at Birth: Male  ð Female 

 
Life expectancy at birth will continue to improve, from 51.1 years for men and 56.1 

years for women in 2020 to 56.8 years for men and 62.6 years for women in 2035. 

Analysis by gender shows that, women will live a little longer than men. Figure 07 

below shows the trends on Life Expectancy at Birth. In our planning as a district we 

trying to establish why is this so? Is it that men donõt seek medical attention 

immediately they fall sick? If this is one of the reasons, what programs should be 

introduced to compel men seek medical attention immediately  they fall sick!  

 

 (2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections,  2011 ð 2035) 

 
2.1.10 Life  Expectancy at Birth:  Rural -Urban  Differentials  

 
Analysis on rural and urban shows that, in Kabwe district rural people live longer 

than their urban counterparts by roughly 5 years. This scenario has given impetus to 

the district IDP team to investigate why rural people live longer urban people. Is there 

a good lifestyle being practiced by rural people that could be copied by urban people 

or is it that  urban people in Kabwe are highly exposed to lead poisonous? 

Figure 15: Life Expectancy at Birth, 2020-2035 
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(2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections,  2011 ð 2035) 
 

2.1.11 Population  Analysis  for  Key Ages 

 
This section analyses the population composition for special groups in order to 

understand the potential contribution and impact of each group on the socio - 

economic development of the district. It is important to note, the data for the different 

age groups helps to determine the needs of each population, priority  sectors of 

investment beneficial to the age group including forecasting for future trends in 

population.  

 
2.1.12 Population  in  Age Group  (0-4) Years 

Figure 09 shows that population for under 5 will increase from 18,901 in 2015 to 31, 

482 in 2035. This population is also referred to as population for Early Childhood 

School going age. 

 
Statistics have shown that, population of under 5 years is the most vulnerable group 

to infant mortality. Thus, particular attention should be given to this age group 

because of illnesses like malaria and respiratory diseases that are among the key 

causes of infant mortality. Above and beyond, sanitation and hygiene, good  nutrition 

and up scaling of immunization facilities will be put into consideration while planning 

to address the needs of this category of population age group. This will help to reduce 

the under-five mortality rate.  

It is worth mentioning that, growth in the same age cohort wi ll necessitate investment 

in early childhood development as they prepare to join pre -school. Figure 09 depicts 

the projected population for the age group of under 5 years old.  

Figure 16: Life Expectancy: Rural-Urban, 2011-2035 
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Figure  15: Population  Age Group  (0-4) Years 
 

(2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections,  2011 ð 2035) 
 

2.1.13 Population  in  Age Group  (5-14) Years 

Assuming population continues to grow at the earlier mentioned projected growth 

rate of 1.3 % per annum, this will entail that, in 2035 the population in the Age  Group 

(5 ð 14) years will be roughly 52,819 people. This population is also referred to as 

population for the Primary School going age.  

 
This entails investment in educational facilities becomes a major movement and this 

can only be done by increasing the number of classrooms and equipment as well as 

recruitment of teachers to cater for the increased population. This also will look into 

improving the Primary Schools as well as constructing new schools at primary level 

in the district.  

 

(2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections,  2011 ð2035) 

Figure 17: Population Age Group (0-4) Years 

Figure 18: Population in Age Group (5-14) years 
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2.1.14 Population  in  Age Group  (14-19) Years 

 
Assuming population continues to grow at the earlier mentioned projected growth 

rate of 1.3 % per annum, the population in the Age Group (14 ð 19) years will be 

roughly 23,384 people. This population is also referred to as population for Secondary 

School going age. 

This change entails investment in educational facilities becomes a major movement 

and this can only be done by increasing the number of classrooms and equipment as 

well as recruitment of teachers to cater for the increased population. This will  include 

looking into improving the Secondary Schools as well as constructing new schools at 

Secondary level in the district.  
 

(2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections, 2011 ð 2035) 

 
 

2.1.15 Population  in Economically  Active  Age Group  (15 ð 64) Years 

 
Figure 12 depicts that, Population aged (15-64) years is expected to grow from 118,929 

in 2011 to 176239 in 2035. This population is also known as economically active 

population.  

This growth in population entails more productivity in the districtõs economy. On the 

other hand, this change will lead to increased demand for jobs. There is need therefore 

for district to plan f or more empowerment and skills development programs during 

the period of 10 years. Moreover, the district remains a preferred investment 

destination because of this readily available labour force. 

Figure 19: Population Age Group (14-19) years 
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(2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic Projections,  2011 ð 2035) 
 

 

2.1.16 Population  in  Female Reproductive Age  Group  (15-49) Years 

 
The female population  aged 15-49 Years constitutes the reproductive  age. 

In Kabwe district, this population is projected to increase from 25,226 in 2010 (CSO, 

2010) to 48,581 in 2035 (CSO Population and Demographic Projections, 2011 ð 2035). 

This change requires increased investments towards  strengthening reproductive and 

maternal health facilities.  

The district through the Health Sector will also work to promote advocacy through 

the community units as well as to create awareness on the benefits of free maternity 

programme to ensure that all pregnant mothers are attended to by trained health care 

providers to reduce maternal mortality.  

 

(2013 CSO Report: Population  and Demographic  Projections, 2011 ð 2035) 

Figure 20: Population Age Group (15-64) Years 

Figure 21: Population in Female Reproductive Age Group (15-49) Years 
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2.1.17 Expected Population  Behaviour  during  IDP  Period 

 
The observations made in the foregoing demographic analysis and population 

projection is likely to remain the same for life time of plan. The districtõs population 

growth is expected to grow at a relatively stable rate per annum. As for male -female 

population analysis, female population is expected to be higher than male. Equally, 

the population  characteristics are not likely to change from the trends observed from 

the analysis. 

In addition, the youth dependency burden is likely to continue for the planned period, 

this entails increased pressure for the district to provide public goods and services 

among them education, health, water and sanitation, and employment. As observed 

from Figure 02 above, the population age structure tends to be broader at the lower 

levels from ages 0 - 4 and gradually thins out with higher age groups to  the peak of 

80+ years, forming an expansive pyramid structure.  

2.1.18 Impact  of  Population  Trends on Land Use and Spatial  Development  

The increase in the districtõs population  will have an  effect on the available resources 

and how the resources will be managed and distributed throughout the entire district. 

Kabwe being a farming distric t, large parcel of land is in the hands of farmers and lack 

of alternative land has made it very difficult to deliver quality housing units. Actually 

over 60% of the district population depend on agriculture as a source of livelihood. 

The high rate of land use is high among the smallholder, commercial and subsistence 

farmers. Undoubtedly, increase in population will  affect the overall usage of land for 

livestock and crop production, forestland cover and water bodies.  

Moreover, just like other major towns, the growth of Kabwe is mainly absorbed by the 

informal settlements. This is mainly because of ever increasing population due to 

fertility and people who are drawn to the district for job prospects and access to better  

services. This will lead to expansion in the unplanned settlements and put a strain on 

the ability of the local authority and utility companies to deliver on developmental 

goals. 
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 2.2 Assessment of The Existing Land Use and Settlement Pattern In The District  

The following section gives a spatial analysis of the District in terms of its land use pattern, 

settlement distribution outlined as follows;  

2.2.1 Spatial Analysis and Land use planning  

2.2.2 Description of the Existing state of Land Use and Development  

2.2.2.1 Existing Land Uses 

The current land use pattern for Kabwe largely consists of agriculture, forest, 

commercial, industrial, residential and institutional. The figure below shows the 

existing land uses in the district.  

 
Table 5: Land Use Type and Extent 

Land use Extent (Ha) 

Farming  130,834.064265   

Forest 13,004  

Commercial  35 

Housing  195,545.178913 

Industrial  450.146682 

Institutional  95 

Cemetery 74 

Total  340,037.39 

 

 Source: KMC 2022 

The table above shows that agriculture land is approximately 130, 834.06 hectares in 

extent while land for housing development is approximately  195, 545.178913 

hectares depicting the largest land extent in the district.  Other land uses such as 

industrial  measures approximately 450.146682 Hectares. 
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2.2.2.2 Land Use Map  

The land uses are depicted in the map below; 

 

Source: KMC,  2020 

Agriculture is predominant in the district and surrounds the peripheral of the 

district, the agrarian areas in the district include Muwowo East and West, located 

North East and West of the district, Chniyanja, Chankalamo, Munga and Mpima 

areas. Approximately 64% of the agrarian land is privately owned by the farmers, 

this renders it difficult for expansion of land for allocation by the Local Authority.  

To the East South and North West of the district are zoned protected forests which 

are Kabwe National  Forest Reserve No. 31, Chibanga and Kalulu.  The land zoned 

as commercial and residential is at the core of the district. The South Eastern part 

of the district has been partly zoned as Industrial area where the Kabwe Industrial 

Park is located. At the periphery of the district approximately 37 kilometers f rom 

the Central Business District is land zoned as Multi Facility Economic Zone.  

2.2.2.3 Land Tenure system  

All land in Zambia is vested in the President of the Republic of Zambia as 

enshrined in the Land Act of 1995. The total land area of Kabwe District is 1,572 

Km 2 and all land in the district falls under leasehold (state land) tenure category 

Figure 22: Land Use Map for Kabwe District  
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which,  according to the Lands Act of 1995 provides for three types of leases as 

follows:  

 
i)  Fourteen (14) Year Leasehold: This is given to un-surveyed land and 

must be renewed at the expiration of the period  

ii)  Occupancy Certificate: a type of leasehold which gives the developer 

temporary access and user right for 30 years and applies to statutory 

housing improvement areas 

iii)  Ninety -nine (99) Year Leasehold: where title to land is given to the 

applicant for a period not exceeding 99 years after which the lessee 

has to apply for renewal of the title  

2.2.2.3 Overall Settlement Pattern of the District  

The overall settlement pattern for Kabwe follows a concentric zone with 

commercial facilities located in the central business district area, surrounded 

by residential, industrial and mixed land uses. Most high - cost residential areas 

are located close to the Central business district and these include High ridge, 

Luangwa, Nhrumah areas. At the periphery of the district is land zoned for 

agriculture which constitute the largest proportion of the district in terms of 

land extent of approximately 130,834.064265 hectares in the hands of farmers. 

Low - cost areas are located at the fringe of the high- cost areas and these 

include Kasanda, Bwacha, Ngungu, Chimanimani.  

 

2.2.2.4 Distribution of informal settlements  

The rapid urban population growth of Kabwe as depicted in the demography 

analysis promotes the proliferation  of informal settlements in the district.  

Kabwe district has 14 unplanned settlements which have since been 

earmarked for upgrading. These include Makululu the largest unplanned 

settlement in Sub Saharan Africa, Nakoli, Katondo , Kamuchanga, 

Kamushanga, Kawama, Kaputula, C-Gate Abdul, Shamabanse, Kawama, 

Makwati. The map below shows the distribution of informal settlements in 

the district.  
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Figure 81: Distribution of Unplanned Settlements in Kabwe District 

 

Source: KMC,2022 

 

2.2.2.5 Assessment of the Impact of The Continuation of Population Growth on 

Informal Settlements  

 

The continued growth of population has had a profound impact on informal settlements in 

the district, exacerbating existing challenges and introduction of new complexities. This has 

resulted into the Local Authorities inability to keep up with the demand f or infrastructure 

and services leading to a lack of integration and coordination in addressing the needs of 

these settlements. The informal settlements will create a mosaic form of development 

pattern with different levels of formality and infrastructure p rovision that will influence the 

overall settlement pattern of the district. The IDP in addressing the impact of population 

growth on informal settlements will undertake a holistic approach that will focus on urban 

planning, infrastructure development, soc ial services and policies aimed at creating 

sustainable and inclusive urban environments. The strategic focus of the IDP will be on 

upgrading informal settlements, improving access to basic services and creating economic 

opportunities to improve the living  conditions of the community.  

 

Figure 23: Distribution of unplanned settlements in the District  
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2.2.2.6 Urbanizing settlements and Growth Nodes 

The district has been experiencing a transitioning of some settlements such as Kangomba 

area from a rural setting to a more urbanized environment. This has been evidenced by 

increased construction of residential buildings and commercial centres. The urbani zing of 

Kangomba rural area may be attributed to its close proximity to the Great North Road 

which places it at a more advantageous point in terms of easy accessibility to the Central 

Business District. Other contributing factors could be easy access to land and its close 

proximity to the Kabwe Industrial Park. The Kabwe Industrial Park though not fully 

developed provides an opportunity for economic growth and development as it will 

accommodate various industries in manufacturing and processing. Munga rural  

settlement situated along great north road approximately 22 kilometers from the Central 

Business District is yet another area that has transformative potential of evolving into a 

growth node catalyzed by the Multi Facility Economic zone. The establishment  of the 

Multi Facility Economic Zone being developed by China Jiangxi Corporation has created 

a diverse range of economic opportunities to Munga and its surrounding communities, 

hence supporting the overgrowth of the settlement.  

 

 Chililalila area also has the potential to evolve into a dynamic urbanizing settlement and 

growth node, providing economic opportunities, infrastructure and high quality of life for 

its residents. The Local Authority has planned for an industrial yard approximately 25 

hectares   the Citizen Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) situated 8.3 

kilometers from the Central Business District . The propose industrial yard will attract 

business opportunities, employment creation and stimulate economic growth of the 

district. The figure sh ows the urbanizing settlements and growth nodes in the District.  

 

2.2.2.7 Assessment of the Availability of Land for Planned Urban Expansion 

The district is hampered by limited land for expansion about 64% of the existing land use 

is agriculture land held  in private hands, however, the Local Authority has opened up 

land for expansion of approximately 1954 hectares in the newly excised Kabwe National 

Forest Reserve No. 31 locally known as Mpima area. The area is located approximately 12 

kilometers from the Central Business District and envisions the new Kabwe that will house 

various infrastructure development.  During the IDP implementation focus will be on 

integrating land use planning that will prioritize sustainable development and minimize 

the ecological footprint.  
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2.2.2.8 Assessment of the Impact of The Continuation of Population Growth on 

Other Land Uses and the overall settlement pattern of the district 

 

The continued population growth exerts significant pressure on various land uses in the 

district . The district has experienced an increase in demand for residential, commercial, 

industrial and urban spaces resulting into changes in land use zoning to accommodate the 

diverse needs of the growing population. The increased demand for land for va rious uses 

will likely lead to densification that will be characterized by construction of high -rise 

buildings and vertical expansion altering the traditional low rise and midrise settlement 

pattern. Further, the rapid population growth will promote urban sprawl where new 

residential and commercial zones will develop in the peri urban areas of the district with 

implications for transportation and infrastructure planning. Therefore, influencing the 

layout and connectivity of the district through the establis hment of transportation and 

service networks.   
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THEMATIC  ANALYSIS  

3.0. Economic Sector 

The Economic sector is anchored on the core issues emanating from Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Livestock, Transport, ICT, Commerce and Trade. The aforesaid sectors 

are key drivers in transforming the economy of the district and in creating 

employment for the local people. 

 

3.1 Agriculture  

3.1.1 Key Government Priorities Being and To Be Implemented at A Local Level  
The Ministry  of Agriculture  Kabwe district  taps into  the National  agricultural 

extension and advisory  services strategy of 2017-2020 and the second National  

Agricultural  Policy implementation  plan of 2016 - 2020. The Government has 

focused on implementing the following strategies;  

                   3.1.1.1  Expand agriculture  infrastructure  

The district has a plan in place to construct camp houses and block offices for effective 

and efficient delivery of extension services and to convent the Mutwe wa nsofu office 

blocks (former old boma offices) into the farmer training centre (FTC) which will be 

highly beneficial to our smallholder farmers in the district. FTCs facilitates for farmer 

tailored training as well as on - farm trials and demonstrations  of proven innovative 

technologies. 

3.1.1.2Improve  capacity for  agriculture  extension officers  

Inadequate in-service training results in gaps in knowledge, skills and practices 

contribute to delivery of ineffective extension and advisory services that leads to poor 

adoption and adaption of innovation hence low production and productivity. Capacity 

building of extension of extension staff has also been one of the key elements in the 

district and training plan has been done.  

3.1.1.3 Promote Diversification  within  the Agriculture  Sector 

Small holder farmers are being sensitized on the importance of growing a variety of 

crops and engaging in different agricultural activities that will ensure food security 

and increased income generation at household level. The nutrition aspect is equally 

emphasized through trainings and demonstrations in order to impact knowledge on  
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the nutritional importance of the foods they produ ce and how to utilize them for a 

healthy and productive life. Agriculture extension services therefore play a key role 

in ensuring that appropriate skills, knowledge and messages are disseminated on (i) 

Dietary diversity that will include utilization of lo cal indigenous foods and animal 

protein, (ii) Production diversity to include fish and livestock, (iii) Food Storage and 

Processing, (iv) Seasonal food use (crop choice and storage) and (v) Food safety. 

 

3.1.1.4 Improve  production  and productivity  

The Availability  of well -defined extension structures at the district levels and Presence 

of Agriculture Research Stations within the district has made it possible to promote  a 

number of innovations  and improved technologies  in order to improve  on district 

yield. Farmers have been trained and introduced to these innovations and 

technologies. The major ones being use of simple irrigation systems, farm power & 

mechanization and certified seeds. 

 

3.1.1.5 Enhance Agriculture  Value  Chains 

Farmersô capacity built on value additi on skills and knowledge to take advantage of 

the existing and growing local and international markets for agricultural products.  

3.1.2 Description  of  the Existing  State of  Development  
3.1.2.3 Availability  of  Service Including  Key Indicators  of  Performance 

 
Agriculture in Kabwe district is one of the key priority sectors that contribute to 

economic growth and poverty reduction. The agriculture sector has also emerged as 

an important foreign exchange earner. Despite the growth in the sector, agriculture 

has continued to be hampered by challenges such as low production and productivity, 

little value addition, over dependence on rain fed crop production, limited capital and 

market access for small scale farmers, Inadequate storage facilities and high post-

harvest crop losses. 

 
These can only be addressed through; promotion of improved productivity through 

diversification of both field and horticultural crops.  Promoting access to inputs by 

making the inputs available to the target groups. Promoting good  agricultural 

practices will have to be an integral part of land management and which will  address 

low levels of improved input adoption, poor response to fertilizer due to high soil 

acidity and low adoption rates of conservation agriculture. Promotion of irrigation 

will minimize dependence on rain fed crop production. Mechanization of crop  

production  systems, including  the use of animal draught  power  is another good 



 
 

31 

agriculture practice which will primarily address the challenge of low  levels of 

improved  input  adoption  caused by limited  cultivated  land due to labour  constraints. 

Additionally, mechanization is also expected to address the challenge of poor returns 

to fertilizer application through timely undertaking of crop husbandry pra ctices 

following increased efficiency of undertaking such practices. Construction of storage 

facilities in different locations in the district will minimize post -harvest loses. 

 

3.1.2.1 Crop production 

 
The major Field Crops grown in the district are maize, soya beans, sorghum, mixed 

beans, wheat, groundnuts, sweet potatoes, tobacco and cotton. Minor crops included 

sunflower, millet, mbambara nuts, popcorn, cowpeas etc. Horticultural Crops : 

Tomatoes, cabbages, rape, okra, impwa, onion, guavas, mangoes, and water melons 

are grown. The table below shows the total crop production (MT) for the district from 

2017 to 2021. 
 

 

Production of Maize has been fluctuating with production figures going from 35,289 

MT during the 2020 farming season, to 15,079 MT during the 2018 farming season and 

back to 27,956 MT during the 2017 farming season. These fluctuations are evident in 

the harvested area of the crop as indicated in the table above. 

Kabwe district has the potential to increase its agriculture production as it has 

favourable weather patterns and abundant arable land. The fluctuations  indicated  by 

the information  paint  an overall  picture  that is undesirable. This picture  can, 

Table 6: Trend of Production in metric tonnes 2017-2021 

 
Table 7: Trend of Production in metric tonnes 2017-2021 
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however, be changed with considerable investment in climate smart technologies, 

increased sensitization on the use of sustainable farming practices and mechanization 

equipment.  

3.1.2.1.1 Average yield per crop (per hectare) for  the district  from 2017 to 2021 

 
The table below shows the Average yield per crop (per hectare) for the district from 

2017 to 2021. 

 
Table 8: Average yield per crop (per hectare) for the district from 2017-2021 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

CROPS      

Maize  3.14  4.07  1.98  2.9  2.90  

Soyabeans 2.31 3.92 1.75 1.96 1.90 

mixed beans  1.16  0.79  0.62  1.29  2.61  

Sorghum 0.37 1.70 0.50 0.44 1.87 

sunflower   1.20  2.20  0.41  0.91  0.76  

                   Source: MoA. 2021 

 

As can be seen in the above table, the average yield of maize per hectare in the 2018 

farming season was the highest followed by the 2017 farming season. For mixed beans 

the highest the 2021 farming season and the lowest was the 2019 farming season. 

 
3.1.2.2 Block Profiles in Kabwe District  

 
The table below shows the Blocks profile  of the district  

 

Table 9: Block profiles in Kabwe District  

Block 

Name 

No. of 

camps 

No of 

zones 

No of 

villages  

No of 

HHs  

Number  of  Farmers 

M  F Total  

Munga  5 21 41 7666 8,892 9,609 18,501 

Munyama  4 14 16 4257 3,828 3,919 7,747 

Waya 8 23 42 7820 9,413 11,007 20,420 

Mpima  2 8 7 3238 1,692 1,907 3,599 

TOTALS  19 66 106 22,981 23,825 26,442 50,267 

Source: MoA 2022 
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3.1.2.3 Distribution  of farmers according to gender 

 
The district has about 50,267 registered smallholder farmers under the ministry of 

agriculture with about 24,928 farmers who receive fertilizer support. While there are 

still  some industrial  activities happening in  the manufacturing,  transport  and mining 

sector, the majority of residents are involved in agriculture. The district has 4 

agricultural blocks and 19 agricultural camps spread out within the district which 

translates into an Extension officer to farmer ratio of 1:2600 which is far below the 

recommended extension officer to farmer ratio of 1: 600 

 
The district has 26,442 female smallholder  farmers which  translates to 52.6 percent of 

the total registered farmers in the district while male smallholder farmers has about 

23,825 which translates to 47.4 percent of the total registered farmers in the district. 

The district has a total number of 118 commercial farmers practicing both livestock 

and crop production .  

The figure below shows the distribution of smallholder farmers according to gender. 

 

 
Figure 20: Farmer Distribution  by Gender 

 

 

Source: Ministry  of  Agriculture,2022  

The district has 19 camp that are grouped into four blocks namely Munga (5 camps), 

Munyama (4 Camps), Waya (8 Camps) and Mpima (2 camps). The map of agricultural 

camps map is shown below. 
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Source: Ministry  of Agriculture 

The ministry also works with a number of farmer groups in the district. Prominent 

among these are cooperatives and clubs. There is also Kabwe Farmers Association 

which gets membership from across the district. Below is a summary of  cooperatives 

and clubs by camp in the district.  

3.1.2.4 Inventory  of  farmer  organizations  in  the district  

 

 The district has a total number of 592 registered groups of which 445 are cooperatives, 

146 are clubs and 1 is a district farmer association. 592 registered groups have a paid-

up membership of 19177. The table  below shows the  district Inventory of farmer 

organizations.  
 

Table 10: Inventory of Farmer Organizations in the District  

Camp name Applied  membership  Cooperatives Clubs  Total  groups 

Mpima  1300 24 16 40 

Seminary 958 15 12 27 

Musebo 355 7 1 8 

Munyama  807 16 2 18 

Kalwelwe  959 17 2 19 

Figure 24: Kabwe Agricultural Blocks  
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Camp name Applied  membership  Cooperatives Clubs  Total  groups 

Kawaya 1172 29 5 34 

Chililalila  1646 37 11 51 

Munga  826 16 8 24 

Kawama  2250 69 24 91 

Mukobeko  1259 23 8 31 

Waya  2399 59 21 80 

Kafulamase  1014 25 10 35 

Kangomba  1643 44 4 48 

Natuseko 2589 64 22 86 

 19177 445 146 592 

     

Source: Ministry  of Agriculture,  Kabwe 2022 
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3.1.3 Impact  of  the Changes Anticipated  over the Next  10 years 

Population projection  

According to the 2022 Kabwe district farmers register there is 61,223 smallholder 

farmers in the district. However, its projected that the population of smallholder 

farmers in the district will increase to 62,019 by 2023, 62,825 by 2024, 63,642 by 2025 

and 64,469 by 2026 with an annual growth rate of 1.3 %. The figure below gives the 

details. 

 
 

Table 11: Number of Registered Small- Scale Farmers 

Block  Name Total  No. 

Farmers in  2022 

per Block  

2023 

projection  

2024 projection  2025 projection  2026 projection  

Mpima  4,826 4,889 4,952 5,017 5,082 

Munga  23,082 23,382 23,686 23,994 24,306 

Munyama  9,829 9,957 10,086 10,217 10,350 

Waya 23,486 23,791 24,101 24,414 24,731 

Totals  61,223 62,019 62,825 63,642 64,469 

Source: Ministry  of Agriculture, Kabwe 2022 
 

The table above reveals that the smallholder farmerôs population in the Kabwe is 

steadily increasing. The smallholder  farmer population  is expected to increase due to 

the improved access to medical care, food and nutrition, improved life expectancy and 

influx immigrants.  
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The projected smallholder farmer population for 2023 reveals that Waya block has the 

highest farmer population of 20,685 representing a percentage of 40.6 % in comparison 

with the other Agricultural blocks in the district. This can be attributed to the fact that 

waya block is located in the high -density areas in the district. On the other hand, 

Munga block accounts for the second highest number of farmers in the district 

followed by Munyama and then Mpima block.  

 
Smallholder farmersô distribution by gender projection shows that, the district will 

have 32,479 female smallholder farmers which translates to 53 percent of the total 

registered farmers in the district while male smallholder farmers are about 28,744 

which translates to 47 percent of the total registered smallholder farmers in the district 

and itôs illustrated in the chart below.  

Source: Ministry  of Agriculture 

 
3.1.4 Impact of the Continuation of Existing Trends on Population and 

Settlements  

The continuation of the existing trend on population increase has a serious impact on 

a number of other available resources such as human resource, equipment, 

infrastructure and arable land. However, collaboration with non -governmental 

organizations will  complement and supplement government efforts on needs 

concerning human resource development and provision of equipment and 

infrastructure.  

Figure 25: Farmer Distribution by Gender  
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3.1.5 Environment  and Climate  Change 

The impact on land due to the increase in farmer population and non - 

environmentally friendly farming practices can lead to negative impacts on the 

environment and climate in  the long line. To avert this the sector plays an important 

role in sensitization, training farmers and facilitating smart agricultural activities in 

the communities. 

3.1.6 Gender and Vulnerable  Groups  

Agriculture sector recognises the contribution of both male, female and youth farmers 

in the district. However , there are socio-cultural factors at play especially in the rural 

parts of the district where certain crops like groundnuts are considered to be female 

crops and maize male crop which is to  some extent unproductive. The role of the sector 

has been to sensitize and train both gender on gender issues that will result in 

increased production and productivity and income generation.  

3.1.7 Summary  and Consideration  of  Underlying  Issues 

The agricultural sector at district level has inadequate staff, infrastructure and 

transport. However, the sector still strives to ensure that there is provision of adequate 

and quality extension services. 

The table belowshows a summary of core issues that were raised during the public 

participation process. 

S/N Core Issue  Wards/Area Affected  

1 Lack of a  farmer training center  All wards  

2 Not enough Agriculture Infrastructure such as, camp houses, Agriculture Block Offices. All wards 

3 High post harvest losses loss of crops  All wards 

4 High dependence on rains  All wards   

5 Low practice of value addition. All wards 

6 limited market access and capital for small scale farmers All wards  

7 Inadequate number of farmers benefitting from the  farmer input support Program (FISP) 

across the district 

All wards 

8 Low practice of mechanization farming methods  All wards  

9 Poor Agricultural Extension Service delivery  

 

All wards  
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3.2  Fisheries and Livestock  

 3.2.1 Key Government Priorities Being and To Be Implemented at a Local Level  

At district level, the Ministry provides the following services to the public: Animal  

Health services are provided by way of clinical services at the clinic situated at the  

provincial/ district veterinary premises. Services include, but not limited to routine 

vaccination of pets, as well as treatment of various ailments. Under Department of  

Fisheries, the Ministry  offers technical support  in pond construction  as well  as 

stocking the ponds and training sessions to members of public wishing to venture in 

aquaculture. The government is fostering aquaculture developmemt  in the district , 

resulting in an increase in the number of aquaculture activities, with both small -scale 

and emergent (smallholder) farmers involved .  The follow ing projects are being 

implemented in the district to promote fish farming;  

¶ Zambia Aquaculture Enterprise Development Project  (ZAEDEP):  The project i 

providing loans to individuals with four (4) individual beneficiaries financed for fish 

production in the district.  

¶ Zambia Mining Environmental Remediation Project  (ZAMREP): The project is 

supporting seven (7) cooperatives in the district to produce fish  

¶ Zambia Agricultureal Transformation Programme  (ZATP):  supporting one 

cooperative in fish production. The Ministry of Fisheries provides training at lower 

levels, such as fish farming training  

Livestock Identification and Traceability is a service offered  under the Department of 

Veterinary Services. This activity, as opposed to the past, is exclusively started and 

completed at the district level, with Ministry Headquarters only coming in to issue the 

identification marks, commonly called ñbrand marksò. 
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Dairy Industry Development is offered by the Department of Livestock Development.  

The Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock is anchored on two pieces of legislation, ie the 

Animal Health Act No, 27 of 2010 (Department of Veterinary Servi ces), the Fisheries 

Act No, 22 of 2011 (Department of Fisheries and Livestock). The Department of 

Livestock Development has a policy, but no supporting law, just as the Department of 

Veterinary Services has law, but with the policy still in the development  phase. 

3.2.2 Description  of  the Existing  State of  Development  

The livestock populations by district are as given below, There is no standard measure 

of livestock units that should be kept by each household. However, Kabwe District, 

with the current prevailing weather and climatic conditions can support much more 

livestock than the current figures.  
 

Table 12: District Population for Livestock  

Livestock  
District  

Population  

Provincial  

Population  

Cattle 7,949 743,595 

Goats 12,253 578,825 

Sheep 500 23,462 

Pigs 3,913 93,225 

Source: 2017/2018 National  Livestock  and Aquaculture  Census (Includes livestock 

populations from Itezhi -tezhi District)  

The Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock and all its previous equivalent/forms of the 

Ministry has not been regularly carrying out livestock census. However, going 

forward, just like Crop Forecast under Ministry of Agriculture, there shall be a 

livestock census conducted annually. 

Apart from Foot -and-mouth Disease (FMD), that was reported for the first time in 

Kabwe District, on 23rd  June 2019, the other major economic disease is East Coast Fever 

(ECF) transmitted by ticks. Whereas FMD mainly affects productivity (growth rate  in 

beef and milk production in dairy), ECF  affects production (the mortality rate in areas 

where the outbreak is occurring for the first time could reach 100%). 

There have been vaccination against FMD, but the erratic availability of vaccine, due 

to demand outstripping supply by the only source in  Southern Africa, Botswana 

Veterinary  Institute (BVI),  the vaccination drive  has fallen short of the required  three 

(3) rounds of vaccination, viz,  the first  round,  followed  by the first  booster at thirty  

(30) days and the final booster at day sixty (60). There is therefore need for a more 

consistent source of the vaccine, or local production.  For 2022, the District  only  
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managed to vaccinate the first round, i.e. twenty one thousand (21.000) doses, when a 

total of 63,000 doses for three rounds, were required, representing 66.67% success. 

East Coast Fever has a number of preventive as well as control measures and no single 

method works best. Tick control by applying chemicals on the bodies of cattle is the 

major preventive method. L ivestock Movement control is yet another prevention 

method, as is treatment. To date (2022) a total of 127 cattle, all owned by small scale 

livestock farmers have been lost to ECF. Additionally, up to K70, 000.00 has been used 

to procure dipping chemicals and drugs for treating animals. Half of this amount was 

spent on cattle that later died (District Monthly Reports and Personal Com).  

There are a total of five dip tanks, one each in Munyama Veterinary Camp, Waya 

Veterinary Camp, Munga West Veterinary Camp,  Munga North Veterinary Camp and 

Mpima Veterinary Camp. Of these, only the Mpima and Munga West facilities are 

operational. For a district population of 7,949, there is need for at least 8 functional dip 

tanks/spray races if ECF has to be controlled. 

In terms of fisheries activities, there is not much of capture fisheries activities due to 

inadequate natural water bodies in the district. Therefore, aquaculture is the primary 

fisheries activity in Kabwe. There has been an increase in the number of aquaculture 

activities, with both small -scale and emergent (smallholder) farmers involved. Fish 

farming is mainly conducted in ponds, 45 ponds have been registered under the 

Department of Fisheries. Currently 15 cooperatives and 77 farmers are practicing fish 

farming.  Approximately 10 metric tonnes of fish is produced annually. The main 

species farmed is a three spotted bream. Aquaculture produced in the district are 

mainly consumed locally. Kabwe has a valuable market due to dense population. 

There is also a good market opportunity in the neighboring towns. Fish is mainly 

distributed as fresh with a little processed and distributed as salted, smoked -dried and 

frozen.  Though aquaculture  offers opportunities for increased income and economic 

growth  of the distr ict, it is affected by the following constraints:  

¶  Soils have low water retention capacity necessitating expensive dam liners 

¶ There is no local hatchery and fingerling are sourced from as far as Chirundu 

¶ High cost of feed 

¶ Inadequate financing for aquacult ure activities 

3.2.3 Issues Arising  from  the Public  Participation  Process 

The major issues arising from  the public  participation  process were; 

i. The need to construct at least one abattoir in the district, all livestock 

slaughters must then be conducted at this abattoir. The abattoir could aid 

the department of veterinary services a lot in terms of disease surveillance 
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and capture of the number of slaughters for calculating the livestock sectorôs 

contribution to the district economy. It would make meat inspe ction easier 

pursuant to Animal Health Act No. 27 of 2010 and The Public Health Act 

Cap. 295. 

ii.  Build more tick control facilities to prevent/ manage tick -borne diseases, 

especially ECF. 

iii.  To heighten patrols so as to control illegal fish and livestock movemen ts and 

curtail spread of infectious livestock diseases as well as depletion of fish 

stocks in natural water bodies. 

iv.  Inadequate processing or value adding chain for fisheries products 

including cold storage  

v. Lack of hatchery 

vi.  Lack of a central bulking market center 

3.2.4 Impact  of  Changes Anticipated Over  the Next  Ten Years 

With more land being opened up for agricultural use, in the next 10 years it is 

anticipated the livestock population, exemplified by cattle population would have 

increased by approximately 8 fold, the current number (taking one mature female cow 

to calve down once every one year). 

3.2.5 Environment  and Climate  Change 

Cattle are the number one agricultural  source of greenhouse gases worldwide.  Each 

year, a single cow will belch about 220 pounds of methane. Methane from cattle is 

shorter lived than carbon dioxide but 28 times more potent in warming the 

atmosphere (Mitloehner,  a professor and air quality  specialist in the Department  of 

Animal Science, University of California). Therefore, as the district increases the 

stocking density, measures to counteract the disastrous effects of greenhouse 

emissions should be put in place. 

3.2.6  Summary  of the core issues 

The table below shows a summary of the core isues under Fisheries and livestock 

sector 

S/N Core issue Ward/Area Affected  

1 Existing abattoir in a deplorable state  ¶ Industrial area in Luangwa ward 

2 Inadequate infrastructure for disease control 

such as dip tanks, spray races  
¶ Chinyanja, Muwowo East, Muwowo West and Luansanse, 

Munga West, Munga North, Munyama, Kafulamase Mpima  

3 Lack of cold storage facilities  ¶ All wards  

4 Lack of a bulking centre ¶ All wards  

5 Lack of a  local hatchery  ¶ All wards  
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3.3 Commerce, Trade and Industry  

The closure of the Kabwe mine, the Mulungushi Textiles and other supporting 

industries led to a significant economic decline in the district. Kabwe had a number of 

manufacturing industries including the Zambia -China Mulungushi Textiles plant 

established with Chinese investment in the 1980s, but after suffering large losses at the 

beginning of 2007, the plant was closed to date. 

 

Outstandingly, also other industries like ZALCO, FALCO, FVG, KIFCO, National 

Breweries, Sable Zink, Chiman Manufacturing Ltd, Fine Steel, Supper Deal, Dunavant 

and the reopened Zambia Railways, are running low. Currently another economic 

threat seems looming as there is a pending shift of the Zambia Prisons and 

Correctional Service Headquarters from Kabwe to Lusaka. 

 
However, the district ôs economy is expected to be boosted by the newly constructed 

Multi  Facility  Economic Zone (MFEZ). The infrastructure,  which  is part  of Jiangxi 

United Industrial Investment Limited ôs US$600 Million investment in Zambia, is 

being developed on 2,089 hectares of land, about 88Km from Lusaka and about 42Km 

Kabwe. The Multi Facility Economic Zone (MFEZ) is the biggest Chinese Investment 

in Kabwe and Central Province at large. It  will create new  industrial city integrating 

Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and Trade, Logistic Services, Leisure and Living 1. 

 
Furthermore, the incoming in of ZALCO a private company that produces various 

kinds of  cables and serves the national and international market is likely to  boost the 

districtôs economy even further. ZALCO produces metal works of various machines, 

pots and tools. Many build ing companies function in the municipality. These firms 

have the material, technical expertise and manpower to undertake various kinds of 

construction and installation work.  

 
It is worth also to note that, the commercial sector in the district is relativel y active 

and employ a good number of people in wholesale and retail shops. The Light 

industry is well developing, represented by dairying enterprises and enterprises for 

the production of bread, breadstuffs and metal works. The municipality ôs economy is 

also supported by the establishment of the Kabwe Mall, Coronation Park, Mulungushi 

University, Nkrumah University, Paglory College of Education, Imaculata College of 

Education, Headquarter establishment of Zambia Prisons and Correctional Services 

and Zambia Railwaysò. 
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Nevertheless, just like any other district around the country and the world at large, 

the districtõs commerce and trade have been adversely affected in the recent past by 

COVID -19 cases. The COVID 19 pandemic has had a negative impact on most 

business enterprises whose crippling effects have been felt to the extent that some of 

the businesses (especially small business) have failed to survive the pandemic. 

3.3.1 Key Government  Priorities  Being and to be Implemented  at a Local Level  

 

The district has continued to benefit from national empowerment programmes such 

as those supported  by the Citizenõs Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) as 

shown in Table 32. A total of 126 business activities were supported by CEEC from 

2011 to 2019. Dairy  business activities recorded the highest at 65 followed  by General 

Trading at 32. With an increasing population, it is essential to grow of the economy of 

the district. Agriculture activities such as crop production and rearing of livestock 

contribute to the economy and household food security.  
 

Table 13: Business Activities supported by CEEC in the District  

S/No. Type Number  

1 Auto  Spares 2 

2 Block Making  2 

3 Metal  Fabrication 1 

4 Road Paving (Construction)  3 

5 Dairy  65 (2 Processing) 

6 Mining  (Gemstone) 1 

7 Mixed  Farming (Agriculture)  11 

8 Poultry  3 

9 Tourism  (Lodges and Restaurants) 5 

10 Transport  1 

11 General Trading  32 

GRZ, 2019 

 

The percentage of population below the poverty level in Kabwe District was 49.8 

percent in 2007 and 33 percent in 2015 (CSO 2007, World Bank and CSO 2015). To 

reduce poverty  and increase household food security, government  had put  in 

place a number of interventions such as Public Welfare Assistance Scheme 

(PWAS) and Social Cash Transfer programme. In 2019, 583 beneficiaries 

received food ratios under PWAS and 4,680 received support through the social 

cash transfer programme 2. 

In addition, the district is also implementing the Constituency Development Fund 
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(CDF) catering for two Constituencies, Bwacha and Kabwe Central. The rationale 

behind the Constituency Development Fund (CDF) is to spar the districtõs 

economic activities through the provision of empowerment schemes such as 

grants and loans to youths, women, people living with disability and other 

vulnerable persons in communities so that they can venture into income 

generating activities i n order to accelerate inclusive social-economic development 

in the district and the country as a whole. 

 
The districtôs economy is also expected to be boosted by the newly constructed  

Multi Facility Economic Zone (MFEZ). The infrastructure, which is part o f Jiangxi 

United Industrial Investment Limited ôs US$600 Million investment in Zambia, is 

being developed on 2,089 hectares of land, about 88Km from Lusaka and about 

42Km Kabwe. The Multi Facility Economic Zone (MFEZ) is the biggest Chinese 

Investment in Ka bwe and Central Province at large. It will create new industrial 

city integrating Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and Trade, Logistic Services, 

Leisure and Living 3. 

 

3.3.2 Description  of  the Existing State  of  Development  

 

The district is well connected to other towns and provinces within Zambia and 

beyond by the Great North Road and railway line. The districtõs strategic location 

linked by rail and road networks makes it accessible to other markets and offers 

opportunities for diverse investment. The current main economic activities in the 

district  include  trading,  agriculture  and agro-processing, manufacturing,  mining  

and mineral processing. The district provides a ready market for the commerc ial 

and other sectors within the district.  

 

The labour force participation rate, which is the ratio of the economically active 

population to the working age population expressed as a percentage stood at 

42.5% (CSO, 2014) in 2010. 

Figure 26: Labour Force Participation Rates in the District  
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CSO, 2000 and 2010 

The labour participation rates remained relatively low over the years depicting 

a high proportion of economically inactive persons. In addition, the district had 

an unemployment rate of 25.1percent in 2010 while that of the Province stood 

at 12.7 percent (CSO, 2010). 

 

3.3.2.1 Informal and Formal Sector Analysis  

 

Business entities in the district are comprised of both informal and formal 

sectors. According to the records with  the Zambia Revenue Authority  and the 

local authority, the total number of formal business enterprises in the district 

is estimated to be 1200 with an estimated population of at least 8, 0000 

enterprises in the informal sector. 

 
Kabwe has a broad informal trade and trade market. The bulk of the informal 

enterprise are in the Central Business District and also dotted elsewhere in 

some parts of the district. The retail trade accounts for 38% of the informal 

sector businesses whilst retail trade via stalls accounted for 57% of the 

businesses. The other economic activities are fewer in proportion with 

manufacturing, hairdressing and other beauty treatment, transport, 

restaurants, bars and canteens. 
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3.3.2.2 Financial Institution  Analysis 

 

The district has almost all major financial institutions in Zambia which include 

international banks, local banks and micro financial firms. There are ten (10) branch 

offices of banks which are Zanaco Bank, Building Society, ABSA Bank, Atlas Mara 

Bank, Indo Zambia Bank, Stanbic Bank, Bank ABC, First National Bank, Invest Trust 

Bank and Natsave Bank, and more than three insurance companies. 

This is an indication that there are adequate financial services being offered in the 

district. However, it can be noted th at all the financial institutions are located in the 

Central Business District. Therefore, the residents need to travel a long distance to 

access these services. 

Moreover,  the availability of financial institutions has made it possible for women in 

the district to access credit for investments in business. In addition, the provision of 

mobile money services such as ZAMTEL money, MTN money, AIRTEL money, 

ZOONA and KAZANG has made it easy for people to access financial services 

especially those in the informal sector and the rural parts of the district. Figure XX 

provides information on existing Financial Institutions in Kabwe District.  
 

KMC: 2022 

Figure 27: Existing Financial Institutions in the District  



 
 

48 

3.3.2.3 Sectors Registered with  KCCI  as at 2019 

 

Figure 44 shows various business entities registered with the Kabwe Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry 4. The largest number of affiliates being Financial and 

Other services, followed by retail and hospitality sectors respectively.  
 

KCCI, 2019 

 
3.3.2.1 Markets  Analysis  
 

It  is a well -established true that, Markets enhance the local economic development 

of any district. This is because Markets provide employment opportunities for the 

informal sector. In Zambia, the Markets and Bus Stations Act Number 7 of 2007 

empowers Local Author ities to establish, manage and control markets in their 

jurisdiction. Supported by this Act, Kabwe district currently has 23 existing markets. 

Of the 23 markets, 10 are said to viable while 13 are at development stage. 

In terms of infrastructure, the marke ts are characterised by lack of modern 

infrastructure which includes lack of modern shelter, toilets, drainages. As a result, 

traders find it very difficult to conduct their businesses during the rainy season.  

 

 
 
 
 

 

4 Kabwe Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 2019 

Figure 28: Sectors affiliated to KCCI, 2019 
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KMC, 2022 

Addit ionally, the district has three (3) shopping malls namely Kabwe Mall, 

Coronation Park and Mukuyu Mall owned and operated by private investors. The 

three (2) shopping mall host chain stores such as Shoprite, and Choppies. However, 

the three shopping malls are located within the Kabwe town, theref ore people from 

rural areas need to travel long distances to do their shopping. 

 

3.3.3 Environment and Climate Change Analysis 
 

Lead and zinc mining operations in Kabwe, ceased in 1994. However, the toxic 

waste/dump from almost a century of mining is still  causing illness and death to 

many residents who unknowingly were exposed to poisonous waste over time. 

These mining, industry and agriculture activities have affected the aesthetics of the 

district.  Estimates show that, 51,311,880 Kg of waste was generated in 2020 
 

5 Luka Powanga (2021) Economic Development, at What Cost: The Case of Kabwe, Zambia. J Bioremediat Biodegrad 

12: 006. DOI: 10.4172/2155-6199.1000006. 

Figure 29: Status of Markets  
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and in 2035 the district is expected to generate around 62,725,542 Kg of waste. Increase 

in waste generation has been necessitated by increased market, CBD businesses, street 

and industrial activities.  

 
 

KMC, 2022 

 

3.3.4 Issues Relating  to Gender Groups  and Vulnerable  Groups  

 

It is important to highlight that, most of  the women in the district are in the informal 

sector. Therefore, the presence of markets and commercial facilities has created 

conducive environment for them to conduct business. Consequently, they can earn an 

income which helps poverty alleviation at the household level. The erratic water 

supply and the bad condition of sanitation services pose a threat on women health. 

3.3.5 Issues Arising  from  the Public  Consultation s 

During the public participation process the community highlighted the following 

challenges; high poverty levels, inadequate markets and deplorable infrastructure, 

poor water supply and sanitation in markets, increase in street vending, high 

unemployment levels, limited access to financial institutions and credit services, high 

cost of doing business, inadequate industries, lack of a modern bus station and an 

airport .  

 

3.3.6 Summary  and Consideration  of  Underlying  Issues 

The Districtõs Economically Activity Population years is expected to grow from 

118,929 in 2011 to 176239 in 2035. This growth in population entails more productivity 

in the districtõs economy. On the other hand, this change will lead to increased 

demand for jobs. Moreover, the district remains a  preferred investment destination 

Figure 30: Estimated Waste Generation per Year, 2020-2035 
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because of this readily available labour force.  

 

A summary of core issues highlighted have been summarized in the table below: 

 

S/N  Core Issue  Affected Ward/ Area  

1  Inadeqaute   market infrastructure  Zambezi, Ngungu, Kawama (Zambani area), Chililalila, 

Muwowo West (Chikupwi zone), Muwowo East (No manôs 

land between ZCS and K Mulonga small holding), Justin 

Kabwe, Katondo, Lukanga, Munga, Mpima, Kalonga (Makwati 

and Kakumbi), Highridge 

2  Poor water supply and sanitation in markets ¶ Pollen, Njanji, Kachulu, Kamushanga (1), Mukobeko 

(1), Kasanda (1), Mine(1), Green Market   

¶  2 in 2023, 2 in 2024, (2) in 2025, (1) in 2026,  (1) in 

2027 

3 Limited access to financial institutions and credit 

services  
¶ All wards 

4 Limited youths with skills to enable entrepreneurship  ¶ All wards 

5  High cost of doing business ¶ All wards  

6 Inadequate  industries ¶ All wards 



 
 

52 

 

3.4 Tourism  
 

3.4.1 Key Government Priorities Being and To Be Implemented at A Local Level 

Tourism is one of the sectors that has potential to improve the economic aspect of 

the district. However, the industry is not developed despite the presence of tourism 

attractions such as, the Broken Hill man Site where the Skull was discovered in 1921 

in Mine area. The Broken Hill man  skull is  in the natural museum in the UK.  The site 

needed to be fenced so that it is preserved. Furthermore, the mine museum has not 

been functional and the Kasavasa paintings have not been promoted. The sector 

continues to face challenges which include: undeveloped tourism - related 

infrastructure, limited investment in the tourism sector, inadequate tourism 

promotion  and marketing; low  participation  by locals in direct and indirect tourism 

development. Under  this Plan, Kabwe will  intensify  the development  of the tourism  

sector using the following strategies  

i. Tourism  products  promotion;  

ii.  Music and Arts  festivals development  promotion;  

iii.  Tourism  investment  promotion  

iv.  Tourism -related infrastructure  development  

 

3.4.2 Description  of  the Ex is t ing  State of  Development  

Kabwe has huge tourism potential due to its central location and presence of 

numerous tourist  attractions across the district. The following discussion focuses on 

the tourist sites the district is endowed with that can be promoted in order to promote 

local economic development   

 

3.4.2.1 Lukanga  Swamp 

Lukanga Swamp is a permanently swampy area located 50Km west of Kabwe 

district. The area is endowed with wildlife though road access is very poor. It covers 

an area of about 2600 Km²(Ramsar, 2006), and supports the population directly or 

indirectly dependent through the provision of fish, agricultural produce, livestock 

grazing fuel wood and charcoal (ibid). It also forms an important part of cultural 

identities of the Lenje, the main tribe inhabiting a large area in the east of the 

catchment. To the Lenje the Lukanga swamps are important as a rain shrine and as 

a venue for traditional ceremonies such as Kulamba Kubwalo; a thanksgiving 

ceremony held at the end of the harvest (Mapedza et al 2008). The area can be a 

significant tourist attraction with species of birds endemic only to the District. The 

swamp area is also suitable for the location of aqua-marine based recreation 

activities such as sport fishing and boat cruises. However very little has been 

published on the Lukanga swamps in literature and there are no management 
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strategies in place to aid conservation in the area. 

 

3.4.2.1 Timothy Ashworth  Game Ranch  

 
Timothy Ashworth Game Ranch locally known as CMR was established in 1992, it is 

located along Lukanga swamp road. It is stocked with various wildlife such as; 

eland, sable, roan, Kudu, hartebeest, giraffe, water buck and Zebra. CMR game ranch 

also partners with Kabwe Chongololo club so that school children  can view the 

wildlife. Game viewing is also open to the public. Game ranching and investment in 

wildlife industry will encourage more tourists to visit Kabwe.  
 

 

Figure 31: Timothy Ashworth Game Ranch (CMR)  
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3.4.2.2 Mukasa Agro  solutions  

 

Mukasa Agrosolutons fish farm is a private Zambian owned business enterprise 

specialised in breeding of tilapia fingerlings. Itõs located at Mulungushi river about 

4km off Mukonchi road along Mulungushi River, 800m from St. Paulõ High School. 

The campsite has a variety of services that offer out door camping, boat cruising and 

braai and fishing tours of Mulungushi R iver. 

 

3.4.2.3 Broken Hill  Man  

The district has a historical significance in the evolution of man in that  historical 

evidence shows that Kabwe is the place where the skull of the primeval man was 

discovered during the mining activities in the late 1800s and 1900s. The skull according 

to historians was discovered in June 1921 by a Swiss miner named Tom Zwigelaar and 

an unnamed African miner,  working at Broken Hill Mine  (Puech et al 1980). The area 

was known by the local people as Mutwe wa Nsofu or head of an elephant (KMC, 2016). 

The replica of the Broken Hill Man and the Bust has been installed and mounted on the 

Broken Hill Man monument at the Civic Center, drawing people from various 

backgrounds to view these replicas and thereby boosting local tourism. Th e 

monument's plaque is inscribed in both English and Bemba. The inscription recounts 

the discovery on April 17, 1921, during mining operations at No.1 Kopje Broken Hill, of 

one of the most fossilized human skulls.  

The inscription on the monument states tható The monument commemorates the discovery 

on June, 17th April, 1921 during mining operations at No.1 Kopje Broken Hill one of the most 

fossil human skull. This skull which was discovered by T. Zwigellar a Swiss miner belongs to an 

archaic human type known as Homo Rhodensiensis or Broken Hill man who probably lived some 

40, 000 years ago.ò Unearthed by Swiss miner T. Zwigellar, the skull belongs to an 

archaic human type known as Homo Rhodensiensis or Broken Hill Man, estimated to 

have lived around 40,000 years ago. Best viewed from the accessible sidewalk in front 

of the Civic Center, the monument signifies the historical importance of Kabwe in the 

evolution of man. Historical evidence points to Kabwe as the place where the skull of 

the primeval man was  discovered in the late 1800s and 1900s during mining activities. 

The skull, also known as Homo heidelbergensis, was found in June 1921 by Swiss miner 

Tom Zwigelaar and an unnamed African miner at Broken Hill Mine. Despite global 

attention and recognition for depicting the evolution of man, the current state of the 

archaeological site doesn't reflect its historical significance. To preserve and showcase 

this important site, efforts should be made to secure, develop, and market it as a tourist 

attraction, gaining both local and international recognition.  
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3.4.2.5  Broken Hill Mine  

The historical importance of Broken Hill Mine, the earliest large mine in Northern Rhodesia 

(modern day Zambia), has been insufficiently documented. Despite its role as the first 

consortium mine, named the Broken Hill Development Company, following the mineral 

discovery by T.G. Davey in 1903, the mine's contribution to regional mining history is 

underrepresented (Fundi 2015). Davey stumbled upon rich lead and zinc deposits while 

searching for copper, leading to the naming of the area Broken Hill, akin to the Australian 

town. Until 1967, the town was known as Broken Hill before reverting to the original name, 

Kabwe. The mine played a pivotal role in attracting foreign mining interests, fostering town 

development, and establishing the region's first railway after sinking for high -grade zinc, 

vanadium, and lead extraction. Kabwe, with its locomotive sheds, marshalling yards, and 

administrative headquarters, became a hub for Central African Road Services (CARS), 

serving as the gateway to East Africa. The mine's history is intertwined with the Industrial 

and Mineral Revolutions in Britain and South Africa, respectively, indirectly contributing to 

Africa's supply of raw materials during these transformative periods (Fundi, 2015). As the 

oldest town in the country, Kabwe underwent various transformations, evolving from a 

Figure 32: Broken Hill Man Skull and replica installed at the Civic Centre 

Figure 33: Broken Hill Man site  
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village in 1915 to a township in 1930 and eventually becoming the first municipality in 1954, 

with Mr. A.G Easton as the inaugural mayor. Given its historical significance, it is cruc ial to 

safeguard and promote Broken Hill Mine as a tourist attraction.  

 

3.4.2.6 Mukuyu Tree 
The Big Tree locally known as the Mukuyu  tree plays a significant role in the history 

and cultural heritage of the district. This is a fig tree with branches spread outwards 

creating a unique green canopy measuring over 50 metres standing tall  in the middle 

of the Central Business District along Freedom Way. The Big Tree is listed as one of 

the important heritage sites in Zambia and was declared a national monument 

because of its historic significance (Ngôuni, 2017). The tree in pre-civilization time 

served as an assembly area for donkeys and caravans and also as a resting place for 

slaves and traders. 

The tree also played a significant role in the early history of the town.  The treeôs 

historical significance has not only attracted attention from the local community but  

institutions such as World Bank. The Big Tree is one of the symbols on the emblem of 

Kabwe Municipal Council (KMC, 2018). The Bank of Zambia (BoZ) in 2002 also 

recognised the historic significance of the tree and depicted it on the K50 banknotes. 

To preserve and maintain the site, the Bank of Zambia spent funds amounting to 

K370,000 (Kalalya 2018). A steel fence was constructed around the site and chairs and 

tables within the fence were erected. However, this tree is currently a hive of business 

activities and can be easily mistaken for a market. The Mukuyu tree was launched as 

an exhibitions center on 28th August 2022, this was with a view to create market for 

Kabwe artists in order for them to sell their artifacts. However, itõs been difficult for 

artists to move on the site due to the vendors that have been selling in front of the tree. 

The situation has been brought to the attention of the mayor who will help in 

removing the vendors.  

 

 

Figure 34: Mukuyu Tree 
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3.4.2.3.4 Cultural  Heritage  

The district has a diverse cultural background  owing to the  various ethnic  groupings 

represented in the district. The Department of Arts Culture coordinates arts, cultural 

industry (Sculpture, carving, basketry, ceramics, fashion and designs, jewelry) and 

music to preserve our cultural heritage. Shown below are Sites for the tourist 

attractions in the district.  

 

  

  
 

 
 

 
  

Figure 35: Kabwe Cultural Carnival  

                        Figure 36: Mwenge Ceramics produced in Kabwe products made by Chinko Creations in Kabwe       
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3.4.2.3.5 Mulungushi  Dam 

The Mulungushi Dam which is located south -east of Kabwe also has a historical 

background, it was a man-made lake that was created on the Mulungushi River 

in 1925 by the Broken Hill Company and it was opened in 1925 by the Prince of 

Wales to provide  hydroelectr ic power  to the Broken Hill  Mine  then which  is 

now Kabwe. 

 

The dam is 20km long and 2-3Km wide and it is home to the Mulungushi Boat 

club. The dam is remarkable for its attractive on-site activities such as bar, rock 

climbing, cliff, hiking and biking trai ls. The dam also offers Camping, Boating, 

Fishing, Swimming with an unobstructed view over the dam. Other scenic 

beauties of the dam are the natural water fall, caves and incredible rock formation. 

One can also take a walk along the gates of the dam wall which looks spectacular.  

The dam has a unique historical heritage as it was commissioned by the Prince of 

Wales in 1925 and Mulungushi river area where the dam is sited was a training 

camp for Zimbabweôs Revolutionary Army.  

 

3.4.2.3.6 House Number  E1376 Bwacha House 

Kabwe is considered as the birth  place of Zambian politics  and an important  

political centre during the colonial rule. Kabwe is also regarded as the cradle of 

Zambiaôs independence as crucial decisions leading to independence in 1964 were 

made here (Mufinda 2015). Dr Kaunda was on March 8, 1958 elected as the 

president of Zambia National Congress (ZANC) at House Number E 1376 in 

Kabweôs Bwacha Township. It is however, reported that the Kabwe Municipal 

Council allowed ordinary occupancy of the monument . The house because of 

significant historical background can be preserved as a political heritage, properly 

secured as a tourist attraction. 

 

3.4.2.3.7 Mita  Hills  

Mita Hills are located east of Kabwe district it is an embankment dam with a 

hydroelectric power station and man-made lake. Very few people know about the 

existence of the dam due to its poor road accessibility. The dam could be a prime 

hotspot for tourism attraction if exploited and marketed. The area has potential 

for onsite activities such as fishing, camping and hiking among other activities.  

3.4.2.3.8 Availability  of  Services 

Community representatives during the community meeting indicated that the 

district has tourism potential except that the road network to the Mukasa fish 

camp is in bad condition.  
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3.4.2.3.9 Qual ity  of  Service Including  Key Indicators  of  Performance 

Since its creation, however the district has not performed in developing the 

tourism industry despite it being a key sector for wealth creation. The poor 

performance of the arts and tourism sector in the district can mainly be attributed 

to; 

i. Low domestic tourism largely due to inadequate marketing of tourist 

products  

ii.  Uncoordinated  development  in the sector 

iii.  Low  level of development  of support  infrastructure  such as tourist  sites 

iv.   Inability to enforce standards due to the outdated cultural policies and  

laws used to regulate the sector such as the National Cultural policy of 2003, 

National Arts Council (NAC) of Zambia Act NO. 31 of 1994 and National 

Museum Act of 1996 respectively. 

Further the Department of Arts and Culture in the district faces several 

challenges including poor funding and lack of transport which incapacitates it 

from  undertaking a number of activities aimed at promoting tourism and arts 

in the tourism district.  

3.4.3 Impact of Changes Anticipated Over the Next Ten Years 

3.4.3.3 Population  Change ð Future Demand for  Services and Facilities  

The population of the district is expected to grow from 299,206 in 2022 to 456,325 

in 2035 which can be seen as an opportunity for the tourism sector. However, 

attributing to the fact that there has been inadequate marketing of tourist 

products, low level of development of support infrastructure for Arts, Culture and 

tourism, low funding levels it is anticipated that the sector will not do fine, unless 

the challenges highlighted are taken into consideration as an increase in 

population should be seen as a great opportunity for the sector to thrive.  

Though Kabwe District has been perceived as a non-tourist destination, the 

district has a rich historical heritage that can provide an opportune environment 

for the tourism sector to thrive. It is further advantaged by its central location and 

its close proximity to Kenneth Kaunda International Airport in Lusaka and Simon 

Mwansa Kapwepwe Internation al Airport in Ndola. It further has potential tourist 

attraction sites that can enhance the tourism sector and contribute to economic 

development of the area. 
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3.4.4Existing  and Proposed Investment  and Development  Programmes 

In order to enhance the competitiveness of tourism in Kabwe, there is need for 

investment by constructing cultural and arts infrastructure facility. The private  

sector can therefore consider investing in the Tourism 

3.4.4 Summary  of  the Sector 

Tourism is an important contributor to national development and cardinal to 

economic diversification.  Tourist attractions are at the core of tourism. Though 

the importance of tourism has been increasing much of the tourist potential 

attractions have not been exploited.  The PSIR has shown that Kabwe has a major 

opportunity to harness the potential of tourism in order to foster development of 

the district. However, the situation analysis has indicated that tourism in the 

district has not received much attention, it is therefore important that the sector is  

placed as a priority in the district.  

 

This would entail  that funds are allocated to furbish  and market the tourist  

attraction sites in the district. Funds should also be allocated for the construction 

of a Museum where various artefacts could be kept and would guarantee that 

óBroken Hill Man ô skull would have a place to rest if it were brought back to 

Zambia. It would also entail promoting marketing tools that would create 

awareness of tourist attractions in the district.   

 

The table below shows a summary of core issues that were raised during the 

public consultation process; 

 

S/N   Core issue Wards Affected/Location  
1  Inadequate developed tourism- 

related infrastructure 
¶ Bwacha (Venus theatres), Kangomba (Mutwewasnsofu, Broken 

Hill discovery site), Mukuyu tree (town centre), Kasavasa (stone 

age piantings) 

2 Limited investment in the tourism 

sector 
¶ All wards  

3 Low participation by locals in 

direct and indirect tourism 

development 

¶ All wards  

 

 

3.5 Transport and Communication  

3.5.1 Key Government Priority Being and to be implemented at a Local Level 

A good transport network is critical to creating an enabling environment for 

economic transformation and job creation. The social and economic benefits that 

emanate from a good transport network system make it an important factor for 
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poverty and vulnerability reduction. Kabwe District ôs central location promotes 

interconnectivity in terms of road and railway transport. The refore, Kabwe 

District will promote a robust and competitive transport network that will service 

not only the district but the nation  in line with the  aspirations of the National 

Vision 2030 and SDG No.11. 

Key priority areas that will be implemented with r egard to transport 

infrastructure  in the district include;  

i)  Dualling  of Great North  Road 

ii)  Construction  of a bypass 

iii)  Road infrastructure  construction, upgrading  and rehabilitation  

iv)  safety enhancement 

v) Completion  of Lukanga Bus Station 

 

3.5.1.2 Description  of  the Existing State  of  Development  

3.5.1.2.1 Availability of Service Including Key Indicators of Performance  

The district generally has a fairly good road network linked to all places of social  

and economic importance and accommodates all types of vehicles. The railway 

line passes through the district from the southern part of the country to the north 

and mostly carries bulky cargo.  

 

The district has one intra bus station with a carrying capacity of 180 mini buses 

run by the Local Authority and one that is priva tely owned. The district has two 

bus stops that are privately  owned. Currently  the district  is constructing  a 

transit  bus station which will spur other economic activities within the vicinity of 

the facility. Although public transport is abundant the district faces inadequate 

bus shelters and sidings and where they exist, they have been vandalised. This 

lack of sidings in some areas has caused some accidents as bus operators have no 

option but to stop on the road when loading.  

 

Milikan (Chililalila) s ituated west of the district about 3km from town centre is the 

only airfield in the district and is currently not in a good condition. This Airstrip 

could be used as a convenient stop-over point for tourists if tourism in the district 

is opened up. 

 

A rail  line passes through the district form the southern part of the country to the 

north which enables the district to transport goods in bulk to and from the district.  



 
 

62 

 

 

The figure below shows the existing transport network in the district.  

 

Figure 37:  Existing Transport Network in Kabwe  

 
 

Source: KMC, 2022 

 

 

3.5.1.2.2 Un-gazetted and Community Roads  

 
The district has numerous un-gazetted and community roads which are generally 

in a very bad state due to lack of maintenance. The current policy of the 

government, classifies these as feeder roads under the custody of the Local 

Authority. To address the problem of poor maintenance of feeder roads and to 

instill a sense of ownership, the Local Authority envisages engaging local 

communities using the labour -based approach. 

 

3.5.1.2.3 Road Sector Investment Program (ROADSIP) I & II  

 

The Roads Department through ROADSIP I embarked on emergency repair and 
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reconstruction works on T2 road which is an important road that opens up the 

country to neighbouring countries and used mainly for transportation of goods. 

The Roads Department under phase II of the program will embark on the repair 

of the main district and feeder roads.  The table below provides an inventory of 

the roads under the supervision of the Roads Department. 

 
            Table 14: Inventory of Roads under the supervision of the Road Department  

Road 

No/Name  

Length  

(KM)  

Condition  Bridge  Comments 

T2 Great North 

Road 

40 The stretch to Lusaka is 

good and the one 

towards Kapiri  Mposhi  

is being 

worked  on by a 

contractor 

Mulungushi  A lot of opportunities exist 

since this is an international 

route. By working  on the 

road this will  

minimise  constraints. 

D191 T2- 

Kasavasa 

 

57.6 This road is in a fair 

condition because it was 

graded during the frst 

phase of hipc 

programme. However, 

some stretches require 

regravelling to make  it  

passable during  the 

rainy  season. 

Momboshi  Used mostly by farmers for 

transportation of   farm inputs 

and produce  

D194- 

Makululu 

Lukanga Swamps 

 

30 Due to lack of 

maintenance over the 

past few years, the road 

has deteriorated by 

having gullies, potholes  

and depressons 

including  

the general loss of shape. 

Nil  The road leads to fishing areas 

on the Lukanga swanos. Its 

condition has constrained the 

transportation of fish to 

markets in town.  

D- 195 Kasanda 

Grounds- 

Mukobeko prison  

16.6 From T2 junction  to 

Kabwe 

G. Hospital it is good, 

but thereafter it  is 

potholed  and at some 

point it was ripped and 

exist in gravel form up 

to the end 

Nil  After some patching was done 

and the worst part was ripped, 

some traffic increased up to the 

prison and beyond.  

Complaints came from mostly 

farmers who found  it  difficult  

to transport  

inputs.  

D- 196 kabwe ð 

Natuseko 

6.8 Due to lack of 

attention over  the years 

the road has 

become very bad. 

Nil  Very few vehicles using the 

road due to its bad condition.  
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Road 

No/Name  

Length  

(KM)  

Condition  Bridge  Comments 

D197 kabwe G. 

Hospital Bwacha 

Township  

1.6 Due to bad timing of the 

HIPC programme when 

the road was graded, 

there was very little 

improvement  and still 

requires attention.  

Nil  With the slight improvement, 

traffic increase because it is the 

shorted rout to the hospital 

from Bwacha Chimanimani 

and Ngungu townships.  

D 200 kabwe ð 

Mukonchi  

40 This road was recently 

worked on by a 

contractor and it is in 

good condition  

Mulungushi  To keep traffic flowing at the 

current rate, there is need to 

put in place a maintenance 

programme to ensure that the 

road is kept in a good state, 

otherwise the whole 

investment would go to waste.  

D  421  Kabwe 

Mulungushi  

Dam 

53.9 Lunsemfway  Hydro - 

Power company 

recently 

engaged Zambia 

National  

Services to work  on 

the 

road and it  is in good 

condition.  

Nil  The road is used by both 

the 

power  company and farmers 

D 623 D195- 

D196 

12.1 Though  it  is in  a fair  

condition,  it  still  

requires  

some attention  

Nil   

 

Source: Roads Department  Kabwe 

 

3.5.3 Issues Arising  from the Public Participation Process 

The public participation process revealed that the transport network was 

generally poor in all the wards in the district and some areas where inaccessible 

during the rainy season particularly in the peri -urban and rural parts of the district 

such as Muwowo East and West, Chinyanja, Chankalamo.  The economic main 

stay of these areas is agriculture and lack of access to road network impinges the 

timely transportation of their farm produce to the markets.   

 

3.5.4 Impact of changes anticipated over the next ten years 

3.5.4.1 Existing and Proposed Investment and Development Programs 

The Government through the Road Development Agency intends to transform the  

T2 Road (Great North Road) from Lusaka to Kapiri Mposhi, and the T3 Road from 



 
 

65 

Kapiri Mposhi to Ndola, into a dual carriageway to ease the movement of vehicles 

such as trucks, buses, and motor vehicles and to reduce on accidents. The 

proposed construction of a dual carriage way will require a bypasses around the 

towns of Kabwe and Kapiri Mposhi that will serve as an economic road for 

farmers and mining  activities and reduce on traffic  congestion in the Central 

Business District.  

The figure  below shows the proposed by pass for  the district.  

 

Source: Road Development  Agency 

 3.5.4.1.2 Population  change future demand for  services and facilities  

The projected population growth highlighted in the demographic analysis from 

299,206 in 2022 to 456,325 in 2035 entails a demand on the transport sector. The 

growth in demand for goods and services may create conflicting interests with 

regard to transport infrastructure among vari ous users such as the public 

transport operators, pedestrians, vendors and developers, resulting in limited 

space for transport infrastructure expansion. Therefore, the growing population 

will require investment in functional and effective transport system s for easy 

movements and ferrying of people, goods and services. 

  

Figure 38: Proposed By Pass 
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3.5.4.1.3 Impact  of  the Continuation  of  existing  trends on population and  

settlements 

The settlement pattern distribution of the district denotes that development is 

concentrated in the urban part  of the district due  to a good transport  network  

system that allows for easy mobility and easy access to goods and services. The 

continued growth in the urban population will lead to further increase in demand 

for limited urban services and increased congestion in the Central Business 

District .  

3.5.4 The Impact  of  Existing  Trends on the Environment  and Climate  Change 

Transportation contributes to air pollution due to emissions from combustion of 

fossil fuels, noise and water pollution which affects the ecosystem. The anticipated 

population  growth and increase in vehicular traffic may contribute  to 

environmental degradation due to emission of pollutants and clearing of land for 

investment resulting into to loss of biodiversity. It is therefore imperative that 

investment is made in sustainable transport infrastructure.  

3.5.5 Issues Relating  to Gender  and vulnerable groups 

The poor road network in the District particularly in the rural areas such as 

Chinyanja, Munyama,  Muwowo  East and West affects largely  women and 

children in the school going age range. The districtôs distribution of small -scale 

farmers shows that women account for  52.6 percent of smallholder  farmers in 

the district,  therefore a poor road network  entails limited  access to good 

market for  their  farm produce which  may increase the poverty  and 

vulnerability  levels of women headed households. The district poverty analysis 

showed a high prevalence rate in early child hood marriages in the aforesaid rural 

parts of the district  for  instance Chinyanaja recorded 34% rate. This could  

partly  be attributed  to long hours of walking  due to bad roads which  are 

usually impassable in the rainy  seasons and exposes young girls  to 

vulnerability.  

3.5.6 Summary  and consideration  of  underlying  issues 

The transport sector is critical to the development of the District, however it is 

faced with challenges of poor road infrastructure which is more prevalent in rural 

areas of the district. Though investments have been made in transport 

infrastructure, it h as been inadequate to address the challenges highlighted. The 

anticipated population growth of  poses a challenge on the transport system in 

the district in terms of road expansion and the ecosystem. 

The table below shows a summary of the core issues raised during the public 
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participation process. 

 

 

3.6 Information  and Communication  Technology  (ICT)  

3.6.4 Key Government Priorities Being and to Be Implemented at A Local Level 

Information  and Communication  Technology is cardinal  to fostering 

sustainable development of the district.  It  enables citizens to exercise their  voice 

to effectively monitor and hold government to account and to enter into informed 

dialogue about decisions which  affect their  lives. Currently  the Government in 

collaboration  with SMART  Zambia has embarked on a robust program  on 

integrated information  management systems where Government departments are 

connected to Government Wide Area Network (GWAN) in order to enhance service 

delivery.  

3.6.5 Description  of  the Existing State  of  Development  

3.6.2.1.1 Availability  and quality  of Service 

3.6.2.1.1Telecommunication 

Communication in the district is easy with the availability of land telephone 

services provided by Zambia Telecommunications Company (ZAMTEL) and 

mobile phone service providers namely Airtel and MTN Networks. Zamtel has 

also started to offer GSM mobile phone facilities. The Kabwe Exchange was 

recently installed from the old NXIE to NEAX 61E digital exchange. The exchange 

has abundant lines that are underutilized . The new exchange however needs to be 

matched with a new cable network to achieve optimum efficiency.  According to 

the KDIP (2022) the mobile network coverage for the district is at 98.97%. 

However, some rural parts of the district such as Mu wowo East, West and 

Chinayanja are faced with challenges of poor mobile network coverage. 

The table below shows the capacity and availability  of telephone lines. 

 Table  15: Capacity and Availability of Telephone Lines  

Area Exchange Capacity Working  Lines Spare Lines 

Kabwe 4,500 2606 1,894 

CDMA  

WLL  

NEAX  300 30 270 

Source: Zambia Telecommunications Limited 

The District also has Internet cafés and notable of these are Slice Technologies 

situated at Chitanda House on Freedom Way and Easy Dot Com on Marshall 

S/N Key issue Wards/LocationAffected  

1 Poor transport (road, rail and air) network ǒ All wards  

ǒ Chililalila (Airstrip) 

2 Limited access to  Air transport  ǒ All  wards 

      3 Lack of a modern intercity bus terminus   ǒ Lukanga Ward 
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Avenue. Apart from  being the backbone of telecommunication in the Nation and 

the district, ZAMTEL also o ffers internet services through a dial up method.  

Unlike other Internet Service Providers charges for calls to Zamtel servers are 

treated as local calls and billed accordingly. 

3.6.5.1.3 Radio  

Radio reception in the district is good with four community radio station s namely 

KNC, Radio Maranatha, Power FM and Cloud FM which have coverage for the 

whole district. Other available stations on FM include:  

i. Radio One of Zambia National  Broadcasting Corporation  

ii.  Radio Two of Zambia National  Broadcasting Corporation  

iii.  Radio Four of Zambia National  Broadcasting Corporation  

iv.  Radio Phoenix (Private) 

v. British  Broadcasting Corporation  (BBC) 

3.6.5.1.4 Television  

It is possible to view Zambian TV broadcasts and the Christian channel Trinity 

Broadcasting Network  (TBN) in the district.  Apart  from  relaying  religious  

broadcasts from the main station in the USA, TBN also shows programs on local 

social and economic issues. 

Satellite TV can also be viewed in the district. More information on this can be 

obtained from Perth  LTD an agent for  Multichoice, which is the only  provider of  

pay TV in Zambia.  

3.6.3 Issues Arising  from  the Public  Participation Process 

 
During the public stakeholder consultation it was revealed that communities in 

the rural areas of the district were faced with challenges of limited access to ICT, 

this was more prevalent in Muwowo East. Though the district was faring well 

with regard to mobile network coverage, ICT infrastructure was a challenge in 

schools situated in the peri- urban and rural areas of the distri ct. 

 

3.6.4 Summary  and consideration  of  underlying  issues 

 

Kabwe being a predominantly urban area, is privileged with good ICT coverage, 

however some rural parts of the district have poor ICT coverage which poses a 

challenge with regard to communication. T herefore, proposed investments in ICT 

should focus on improving access to ICT in these areas in order to foster inclusive 
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development. 

 

3.7 ENERGY 

3.7.4 Key Government Priorities Being and To Be Implemented at a Local 

Level  

The use of energy is strongly related to all facets of life and it is considered as one 

of the key drivers to economic growth and development. The Kabwe IDP will focus 

on ensuring access to affordable, reliable and sustainable energy by all in the 

district in line with SDG no. 7.  Currently the IDP area has seven (7) Filling stations 

namely; Petrochem (1), Total (1), Mobile (1), Engine (1), Mount Meru (1) and Puma 

(2). The Government through ZESCO intends to increase electricity transmission 

and distribution in the district ZESCO has emb arked on the construction and 

upgrading of power substations.  ZESCO has further embarked on energy 

efficiency promotion programs. 

3.7.5 Description  of  the Existing State  of  Development  

3.7.5.1 Electricity  

Access to electricity is an important factor in fostering socio economic development 

in the district. The district is connected to the National power grid ZESCO and 

Lunsemfwa Hydro power station. However, access to electricity  in the peri urban 

and rural parts of the district is still a challenge.  According to LCM only 52.3% of 

households were connected to electricity in the district compared to the national 

average of 31.4 percent. The table below shows the proportion of households 

without access to electricity. 

Table 9: Proportion of Households without  access to electricity 
 

 
Constituency Name 

 
Ward Name 

 
Population  

 
Number  

of Households 

 
Percent

 With

out Electricity  

BWACHA  BEN KAPUFI  4,977 1,159 75.5 

BWACHA  BWACHA  9,567 1,773 32.7 

BWACHA  CHILILALILA  12,079 2,584 94.6 

BWACHA  CHIMANIMANI  4,691 867 15.3 

BWACHA  CHINYANJA  1,321 285 90.5 

BWACHA  KANG'OMBA  5,947 1,102 93.4 

BWACHA  KAWAMA  10,103 2,085 82.2 

BWACHA  MAKULULU  10,447 2,158 91.8 

BWACHA  MUNGA  3,344 705 52.9 

BWACHA  MUNYAMA  3,540 680 80.4 
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BWACHA  MUWOWO  EAST 3,235 670 52.4 

BWACHA  MUWOWO  WEST 1,953 392 86.5 

BWACHA  NGUNGU  6,068 1,251 21.1 

BWACHA  ZAMBEZI  3,785 757 96.2 

Source: ZAMSTAT,  20222 

 
An  analysis by ward  shows that over 90% of the households in Chililalila,  Chinyanja, 

Kanôgomba, Makululu and Zambezi did not have access to electricity whereas only 

Bwacha, Chimanimani and Ngungu showed  below 30% of households without access 

to electricity.  The high percentage number of household without access to electricity 

denotes heavy reliance on unsustainable sources of energy such as charcoal and 

firewood which contributes to environmental degradation.  

 

3.7.6 Issues Arising  from  The Public  Participation  Process 

Submissions from the Public participation process showed that rural and peri urban 

wards such as Chinyanja, Muwowo East and West, Mpima, Zambezi and Luansanse 

were not connected to the power grid and that the community relied on firewood and 

charcoal which was detrimental  to the environment.  Limited access to electricity 

denoted reliance on natural resources such as firewood for energy consumption by 

the community.  It was also revealed by the community members that women and 

children were more affected by lack of access to electricity as they had to walk long 

distances to fetch firewood. 

3.7.7 Impact  of  Changes Anticipated Over  the Next  Ten Years 

3.7.7.1 Population  Change ð Future Demand for  Services and Facilities  

The projected population  growth for Kabwe district shows an increase in population 

density from 151Km 2 in 2020 to 183Km2 in 2035. It is also anticipated that much of 

the population growth will be absorbed by the urban population. This change will 

present demand on the energy sector to meet the needs of the growing population, for 

instance it is anticipated under the education sector that 1000 classroom blocks will be 

built , housing units and other infrastructure developments will require connection  to 

the power grid.  The current deficit in  electricity will likely  promote the cutting down 

of trees for charcoal production and firewood which contributes to environmental 

degradation and global warming.  With the current and anticipated electricity 

demands may lead to power outages which may adversely affect the health facilities 

in parts of the district that entirely depend on hydropower and the informal sector 

that largely contr ibutes to employment creation in the district. The anticipated 

population growth and dependence on electricity will require strategic interventions 

to promote sustainable use of energy and also investments in renewable energy. 
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3.7.7.2 The Impact  of the Continuatio n of Existing  Trends on Land Use and Population 

Distribution Patterns  

The expected population growth will be absorbed by the informal settlements which 

will account for 70% of the urban population settlements due to increased demand for 

land for housing development which the Local Authority may fail to meet.  The 

population  growth  distribution  pattern of the district can be attributed  to availability 

of services in the urban areas such as electricity which promotes an influx of people 

from  the peripheral to the core of the district. It is anticipated that this distribution 

pattern will continue due to the disparities in service provision such as electricity 

between the urban and rural areas of the district. 

 

3.7.8 The Impact  of  Environmental  and Climate  Change Issues on the Sector 

 

The continued deprivation of access to electricity in the peri urban and rural areas of 

the district will continue to promote deforestation due to the need for firewood and 

charcoal for energy consumption. Though currently only 52.3% of the districtôs 

population is connected to the national grid, it is expected that there will be a surge in 

demand for energy due to population growth.  Currently the high dependence on 

electricity has contributed erratic power supply.  This has contributed to 

environmental degradation due to cutting of trees for charcoal production.  

3.7.9 Issues Arising  Relating  to Gender  Groups  and Vulnerable Groups  

Lack of access to modern energy has a strong impact on women and childrenõs health 

in the IDP area. Women are commonly responsible for ensuring the daily energy 

supply for cooking and heating. Women will spend more time on collecting firewood  

than on other sustainable livelihood activities.  The time that Children may spend in 

collecting firewood w ould deprive them of access to quality education and vulnerable  

to vices. Lack of electricity  at primary  and secondary schools in rural  and peri urban 

areas creates an environment not conducive for ICT which further deprives them 

from accessing quality education. Access to electricity in hospitals and health centres 

particularly in the peri urban and rural parts of the IDP area  will be  critical in 

providing  a safe birth environment at night and also  responsible for quality health 

care by reducing the mortal ity rate and improving life expectancy in the IDP area.  

3.7.10 Consideration of the Underlying Factors Contributing to 

the Issues Identified  

Access to reliable energy is important in fostering economic growth and development. 

This is very critical in poverty and vulnerability reduction.  Though Kabwe district is 

considered predominantly an urban area with 52.3% of the population  with  access to 

electricity  it is imperative  that all households in the district have access to clean 

energy. Lack of access to electricity  limits access to quality health care and education 
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in the IDP. In order to promote environmental sustainability and human and social 

development, it is imperative that  the IDP area enhances access to reliable and clean 

energy. 

                      

S/N Core Issue  Ward Affected/Area 

1 Lack of access to electricity in some 

rural and peri urban wards. 
¶ Chinyanja, Muwowo East and West, 

Mpima, Zambezi, Luansanse 

2 High dependence on hydro power 

(ZESCO). 
¶ All wards. 

 

 

3.8 Mining  

 Lead (Pb) and Zinc (Zn) mineral deposits occur in their natural states in many parts 

of Kabwe and mining  activities span from  1902 to 1994 to extract these resources. 

The Kabwe mine closed in June 1994 when it became an uneconomical to continue 

mining,  leaving behind above-ground  dumps of mineral -rich tailings,  slag and waste. 

Agitation of these dumps through erosion, wind and other anthropogenic activities have 

continued to expose local communities living near the old mine to dust  parti cles containing 

lead which has also contributed to contamination of soils in the local environment.  

 

3.8.1 Key Government Priorities Being and To Be Implemented at a Local Level  

The impacts of mining activities on the environment and human health, and in 

particular Lead contamination of the environment in some parts of Kabwe town  have 

been recognized by both the government of the Republic of Zambia, non- government 

organizations, cooperating partners and the private sector. In view of that, various 

program mes to address this challenge have been implemented. The following 

interventions have been implemented and others are still under implementation:  

 

3.8.1.1 The Copperbelt Environmental Project (CEP)  

The Copperbelt Environmental Project (CEP), funded by the World Bank from 2003 to 

2011, aimed to address environmental liabilities hindering mining investments in 

Zambia. Government-led initiatives under CEP in Kabwe included water supply 

improvement, mine plant area rehabilitation, and removal of mine waste from  

residences. Remedial measures extended to dredged materials from the Kabwe main 

canal, mine waste from Mulungushi Road slug dump, and the establishment of play 

parks for children's safety. 

Studies examined lead contamination extensively in soil, air, surf ace and ground water, 

crops, and wildlife. A comprehensive human blood survey involving 2,373 people of 

all ages revealed that over 50% were children under 7 years. Intensive community 
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outreach programs raised awareness and provided simple messages on avoiding lead 

exposure, highlighting the project's holistic approach to mitigating the effects of lead 

contamination in Kabwe.  

 

3.8.1.2 Kabwe Pilot Lead Remediation Project 

The Kabwe Pilot Lead Remediation Project, conducted by Pure Earth in collaboration 

with Environment Africa, addressed lead contamination in Chowa in 2015 through 

remediation and encapsulation of 78 households in Chowa. The project also included 

environmental assessments, health education, and improvements in infrastructure.  The 

selected area for remediation was based on its proximity to the mine, with findings 

indicating varying lead concentrations across townships, emphasizing higher levels 

near the mine and tailings (Ericson et al, 2016). 

 

3.8.1.3 Kabwe Mine Pollution  Amelioration  Initiative  (KAMPAI)  project  

The Government, in collaboration with the University of Zambia, Japan International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA), and Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), implemented the 

Kabwe Mine Pollution Amelioration Initiat ive (KAMPAI), a five -year project that was aimed at 

monitoring and assessing ecological, economic, and health risks associated with lead exposure 

in Kabwe, with focus on evaluating lead contamination transport, distribution mechanisms, and 

exposure pathways. Additionally, the project undertook a health risk assessment to measure 

lead contamination in Kabwe communities and defined intervention measures. Two research 

studies conducted under KAMPAI, included "Lead Intoxicated Children in Kabwe, Zambia, 

2015," which revealed alarming statistics where nearly all children in townships close to the 

former mining area had blood lead levels (BLLs) Ó 20 Õg/dL, demanding urgent action. In the 

most affected townships, approximately 50% of children had blood lead levels Ó 45 Õg/dL, 

warranting medical antidote treatment. Certain areas like Makululu, Magandanyama, and 

Kasanda exhibited even higher blood lead levels. The study emphasized the need for immediate 

and appropriate remediation, stating that medical treatment alone , without environmental and 

educational interventions, is insufficient to maintain a safe and healthy population (Yabe et al., 

2015). 

3.8.1.4  Zambia Mining Environmental Remediation and Improvement Project  

(ZMERIP)  

The Government with support from World Bank is implementing The Zambia Mining 

Environmental Remediation and Improvement Project (ZMERIP) to address environmental 

health risks in heavily polluted areas of selected towns, including Chi Kabwe, where lead 

pollution is a significant concern. The ZMERIP has employed various strategies, such as 

remediating hotspots, improving environmental infrastructure, fostering socio -economic 
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empowerment, implementing educational initiatives, and strengthening policy and legislation. 

Notable accomplishments in Kabwe includ e the rehabilitation of the Kabwe Canal, an 

environmental impact study, soil assessment for lead levels, and targeted remediation near the 

Mine Primary School in Mutwewansofu, resulting in decreased lead exposure and health risks 

for approximately 225 pupi ls. The government is actively addressing health risks through drug 

procurement, blood lead level testing, health education, and an extensive awareness campaign 

in Kabwe. Further through  the Zambia Mining Environmental Remediation Improvement 

Project (ZMERIP) about fifty -seven (57) organized groups in lead hotspot areas have so far been 

empowered with grants and capacity. The creation of the Lead Education and Awareness 

Teacherõs Guide has been developed with aim to educate around 30,000 school children in lead 

hotspot areas.  

Effects of Lead (Pb) on health of children is provided in summary in the table 

below for Blood Level  testing done by  Copperbelt Environmental Project (CEP) , 

METS, Pure Earth and KAMPAI;  
 

Table 16: Effects of Lead on Health of Children 

Name of 

Organisation  

Number 

of 

Children 

Tested 

Age 

Rang

e 

(Year

s) 

Geometri

c Mean 

BLL 

(µg/Dl)  

WHO  BLL 

Threshold 

(µg/Dl)  

Remarks 

CEP (2006) 2500 0 -7 38.2 5 Makandanyama, 

Makululu, Chowa and 

Kasanda children 

exhibited high BLL with 

50 % needed to be put  on 

treatment 

METS (2015) 1166 0 - 5 32.6 5 Children  from  Makululu 

exhibited BLL  

Pure Earth 

(2014) 

196 2 - 8 48.3 5 50% of children from 

Chowa needed medical 

treatment and 26.5 had 

BLL exceeding 65. 

KAMPAI  246 0-7 45 5 100 % sampled children 

had BLL above threshold 

in Chowa.  

65% children from 

Kasanda and Makululu 

found with BLL above 

threshold. 

ZEMA,  2021 
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.3.8.2 Description of the Existing State of Development 

Kabwe has had a long history of mining with major mineral discoveries dating back to  1902. 

The early mining methods  from  1904 were of open cast type as most mineral deposits were 

found on the surface. In 1940, underground mining commenced due  to industrialization, high 

demand for minerals, attractive world metal prices and the need to exploit mineral resources to 

support the countryôs economy. The major minerals exploited have been Copper, Lead, Zinc, 

Manganese and Gold. The demand for minerals and high prices on the inter national market has 

continued to contribute to the performance of the sector. 

3.8.2.1 Mineral  Exploration  

A total of 77 licenses for exploration were under review out of which 33 expired and 44 

remained active as at December 2019. The active licenses comprised 22 small scale and 22 large 

scale licenses covering a total area of 481,874.41. (MMMD, 2020). Figure below shows the 

location of exploration licenses. The area includes licenses that have spilled over to the 

neighbouring districts and not Kabwe alone.  

 

MMMD,  2020 

 

 

 

Figure 39: Exploration Licenses in Kabwe District  
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3.8.2.1 Quality  of Service Including  Key Indicators  of Performance 

 
The effects of Lead on soil in Kabwe has been evident from the studies undertaken by 

various organizations namely, Copperbelt Environmental Project (CEP), Pure Earth and 

KAMPAI and ZMERIP.  Other interventions that Government has been implementing in 

the district to reduce pol lution and to promote sustainable mining include;  

i) Intensifying sensitizations in the district in order to reduce exposure to lead 

contamination especially among residents living around the Mines.  

ii)  Conducting compliance inspections and monitoring of all the  mines in the district, 

to ensure they operate in accordance with the provisions of the existing Laws such 

as the Environmental Management Act, Occupational Health and Safety Act, 

Public Health Act, and others.  

iii)  Closure of all illegal mining activities, whi ch has potential to increase 

contamination levels of lead in the district.  

iv)  Supporting more research in this field with the aim to find solutions and 

preventive measures in order to curb pollution.  

 

3.8.3 Issues Arising  from  the Public  Participation  Process 

It is evident that some Mining Companies are still engaging in indiscriminate 

disposal of Zinc slag/ waste which contains residues of  Lead. Some slags are used 

to repair damaged roads within the District, and some are spread in private yards 

and plots. This in turn is spreading Lead contamination to other less affected 

areas. 

The affected communities have also complained of dust arising from trucks 

transporting raw materials from the canals to the plants, especially in Chowa, 

Kasanda mine, and Kawasaki area. Solutions should be found to protect these 

Communities such as sprinkling or pouring of water using a Water Bowsers, 

tarring the roads, or finding alternative routines.  

Despite monitoring and compliance inspections conducted by ZEMA and the 

Local Authority, some Mines are still emitting heavy smoke from their premises 

through chimneys into the air affecting the surrounding residents. Compliance 

inspections and enforcements need to be intensified to curb this nuisance. 

 

 

3.8.4 Impact of the Continuation o f Existing Trends on Population and 

Settlements 

More than one third of the population of Kabwe - over 76,000 people- live in lead 

contaminated townships.  Studies estimate that half of the children in these areas 
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have elevated blood lead levels that warrant medical treatment. Twenty five years 

after the main mine closed, high lead levels, exceeding international standards, 

remain in the soil and dust around the former mine, particularly in the townships 

of Kasanda, Magandanyama, Chowa, Mutwe Wansofu, and Maku lulu. The 

former mine area itself still hosts tailings and other waste from the mine and 

smelter, including a large waste dump known as ñblack mountainò and has 

become a site for artisanal and small-scale mining. 

3.8.5 Impact  on the Environment  and Climate Change 

In Kabwe, there are a number of mineral processing companies, which includes 

manganese processing plants. Some of these plants are using charcoal as a carbon 

reducing agent. This is a negative development on natural resources, a vice that is 

encouraging rapid deforestation and indirectly impacting on climate change. In 

line with that, ZEMA prosecuted a manganese processing plant which was found 

using charcoal with heaps of charcoal. Prosecution followed after the company 

failed to adhere to the conditions  of the Order which included stopping the use of 

charcoal in the processing plant. The picture below shows the heaped charcoal at 

a manganese processing plant in Kabwe. 

 

 

 
 

Source: ZEMA, 2022 

 
3.8.5.1 Illegal  Mining Activities  

Illegal mining activities have become rampant around the district particularly 

along the canal, in Chowa (old over burden waste dumps) and Waya area. The 

canal is earmarked for rehabilitatio n and illegal mining activities occurring may 

Figure 40: Heaped Charcoal at Manganese Processing Plant 
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have a negative impact on the embankment. The mined materials which mostly 

contain lead are supplied to industries located mainly in Mukobeko Township 

and Kasanda mine areas. The transportation of these materials has contributed 

to air pollution emanating from dust emission.  Further   Some of these mining 

activities are taking place in the midst of residential properties and are found 

with water coming from underground aquifers.  

 
 

 

Figure 41: Under Ground Aquifers affected by the Mining activities  

  
 

 

 

 

 3.8.6 Impact on Gender and Vulnerable  Groups  

Socio-economic factors also influence exposure to lead, since families living in 

vulnerable conditions are more likely to live near industrial plants or work 

directly  in them. Young children are especially vulnerable to the toxic effects 

of lead and can suffer profound and permanent adverse health effects and 

disabilities, particularly affecting development of the brain and the nervous 

system. Exposure of pregnant women to lead results in the exposure of the 

foetus, and high levels can cause miscarriage stillbirth, and premature birth 

and low birth weight. Lead also causes long term harm in adults, including 

increased risk of high blood pressure and kidney  damage. At  very  high 

Figure 42: Mine in the midst of residential houses in 2019 
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levels, lead poisoning  can be fatal. Children  younger than 6 years are 

especially vulnerable to lead poisoning, which can severely affect mental and 

physical development.  

3.8.7.1 Summary  for  the sector 

The core problem affecting the sector in the district  is the impacts of mining 

activities on the environment and human health, and in particular Lead 

contamination of the environment in some parts of Kabwe town. This mainly 

affects the children and the poor living around these mining areas.  

3.8.8 Consideration of the Underlying Factors Contributing to the Issues  

Identified  

 

The major underlying factor contributing to the identified issue is Illegal 

mining activities that have been taking place around the canal for some time 

in Kabwe. People found on site are mining the material as they are interested 

in Zn. The mined material also contains Lead. 

 

S/N Core Issue Wards/Location  

1 Careless disposal of Zinc slag/ waste containing residues of lead by 

some mining companies 
¶ Kasanda mine, Chowa, Mukobeko, Mine 

area 

2 Dust arising from trucks transporting raw materials from the canals 

to the plants, especially in Chowa, Kasanda mine, and Kawasaki 

area 

¶ Chowa, Kasanda mine, and Kawasaki 

3 Air pollution  ¶ Mukobeko, Kasanda mine, Chowa, 

Mukobeko, Mine area 

 

3.9.Social Sector  

The social sector is a culmination  of core issues that were submitted in relation 

to education, health, social welfare and community development.  

3.9.1 Education 

3.9.1.1 Key Government Priorities to be  implemented at A  Local Level   

Kabwe District Education Board has made remarkable progress towards 

achieving quality education by implementing education reforms aimed at 

revamping the education sector. One such reform is the introduction of 

Production unit policy which was introduced in 2019. This intervention has given 

children an opportunity to  acquire life ski lls from various production unit 

activities that schools are mandated to implement.  Other interventions  include 

supporting Community schools  and alternative mode of education in order to 

give a chance to children and adults alike who could have dropped ou t of school 

for various reasons. Re-entry policy is also an intervention embraced by the 
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district that has made it possible for a number of girls who had left school due to 

pregnancy to return and complete their education after giving birth.  

In summary, th e following are some of the priority policies and plans being 

implemented under Education Sector at local level including their key features;  

i. National Policy on Education of 1996 was premised on the philosophical 

rationale for future development of educati on on three broad 

considerations; 

ii.  The role of the government  in education 

 

iii.  Principles for  the development  of education and practices; and 

 

iv.  The aims of the national  education system. 

 

v. Zambia Re-entry Policy of 1997 guarantees girls the right to stay in school 

as long as they chose to during the pregnancy, take a maternity leave and 

come back after delivery. 

The following  are priority  areas for  this sector: 

 

i. Infrastructure  development; 

 

ii.  Teacher training,  recruitment  and deployment  improvement;  

 

iii.  Equity  and inclusive  education enhancement; 

 

3.9.1.2 Description of the Existing State of Development 

3.9.1.2.1 Availability of Service  

Education as a basic human right  is central to the socio-economic development  

of the district. Education provides various opportunities by providing 

innovation and social cohesion. Table 3.1.1 shows the enrolment levels in the 

different education levels in the district from 2010 to 2021 
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Table 17: Enrolment at different level  

Enrolment  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 TOTAL  

Early  Child  Education   

1,600.0 

 

1,872.0 

 

2,144.0 

 

2,416.0 

 

2,689.0 

 

13,326.0 

Primary  School  

45,990.0 

 

47,986.0 

 

49,982.0 

 

51,978.0 

 

53,973.0 

 

448,642.0 

Secondary School (8- 

12) 

 

23,343.0 

 

23,923.0 

 

24,276.0 

 

24,627.0 

 

25,693.0 

 

236,926.0 

Total Enrolment   

70,933.0 

 

73,781.0 

 

76,402.0 

 

79,021.0 

 

82,355.0 

 

698,894.0 

Source - DEBS, 2022 

An analysis of the enrolment levels for early education, primary and secondary 

schools in the district was conducted. Early  education enrollment increased from  

1600 in 2017 to 2689 in 2021. For the primary education level, enrolment increased 

from 45,990 in 2017 to 448,642 in 2021. Similarly, the secondary level also recorded 

an increment from 23,343 pupils in 2017 to 25693 in 2021. 

The current population growth is worrying hence the need to consider the 

carrying capacity in terms of infrastructure development.  

 
3.9.1.2.1.1 Distribution of Schools in  the District  

An analysis of the distribution of schools in terms of location in the district was 

conducted which showed that there  was a high concentration of schools in the 

urban area than the rural parts of the District.  

The map below shows the distribution of schools in the district in relation to the 

recommended 5km radius for accessing educational services according to 

educational standards. 
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KMC, 2022 
 

Figure 43: Distribution of Schools in the District  
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3.9.1.2.1 Quality  of Service Including Key Indicators of Performance 

3.9.1.2.1.1 Total  Number  of  Teachers from  2016 to 2021 

The total number of teachers in the district was 1,967 in 2016 and 2964 in 2021 as 

presented below. 

Table 18: Total number of teachers from 2016-2021 

Year Sex 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Early 

Child  

Males 18 28 32 41 175 150 

Females 30 42 44 54 270 278 

Primary  Males 40 443 439 483 488 490 

Females 759 798 794 803 1374 1325 

Secondary Males 512 503 522 531 641 645 

Females 608 619 636 648 894 895 

Source: DEBS, 2021 

3.9.1.2.1.2 Progression Rate: Primary  to Junior  Secondary 

There has been a positive progression rate from primary to junior secondary school in both 

girls and boys. However, in 2021 there was a slight drop-in progression rate for boys as shown 

in the figure below.  

DEBS, 2021 

Figure 44: Progression rate from Primary to Junior Secondary  
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3.9.1.2.1.3 Progression Rate: Junior  to senior  secondary 

There has been a positive progression rate from junior to senior secondary school in both girls 

and boys. This could be attributed to the reading program being   implemented in schools. 

 

 

DEBS, 2021 

 

3.9.1.2.1.4 Number  of  Higher  Learning  institutions  

In terms of higher learning, the district has 1 trade college, while the number of 

universities and Skills training institutes is the same three (03). 

Although the ratio for the secondary sector seems to optimal, we should note that the 

district still needs more teacher of Mathematics, Science and ICT. 

 
 

Table 19: Number of Teachers needed as at 2021 

 
Number 

of 

Teacher

s 

Needed 

Science Mathematics  ICT Business 

Studies 

Primary 

 
84 

 
84 

 
42 

 
30 

 
120 

 
 

3.9.1.2.1.5 Teacher-Pupil  Ratio 

 

The district had seen a teacher-pupil ratio increasing to 1:75 for primary schools, 1:  55 

for secondary schools and 1:45 for Early Childhood as of 2021. This is contrary to the 

education standard of 1:45, 1:40 and 1:25 respectively.  

Figure 45: Progression Rate from Junior to Secondary 
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 The 

rapid increase in enrolments could be attributed to inadequate infrastructure 

development in terms of classroom blocks. Other factors being the introduction of the 

education for all policy (Free  Education) which has created demand for the service and 

the sound partnership that has existed between the government and the cooperating 

partners coming on board to help the learners with other school requisites such as 

CAMFED, DREAM to mention but a few . 

The figure  below shows the pupil teacher  ratio  at all levels of education. 

 
 

DEBS, 2021 

 

3.9.1.2.1.6 Number of Schools, Enrolment, Teachers and Classrooms per Category 

of Education  

3.9.1.2.1.6.1 Early Childhood Education Centres (ECE) by Category 
 

The district has a total number of 78 ECE centres   encompassing community, public and 

private categories. The private ECE centers had the highest enrollment levels of a total 

of 1432, while community centers had the least enrollment levels of 338. The total 

enrollment levels for public education centers was 919. The low enrolment levels for 

community ECE centres could be attributed to limited classroom infrastructure.  

The table below is a summary of the total number of education centres, enrolments, number 

of teachers segregated by gender as well as number of classrooms at ECE level. 
 

Table 20: ECE Centres by category 

Category Number 

of 

Centres 

Enrolment  Number  of 

teachers 

Number  of 

classrooms 

Boys Girls  Total  M  F 

Community  3 170 168 338 8 30 6 

Figure 46: Teacher-Pupil Ratio  
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Public 43 452 467 919 28 57 52 

Private 32 715 717 1432 139 198 59 

Total 78 1337 1352 2689 175 285 134 

Source: DEBS-Kabwe, 2022 

 
3.9.1.2.1.7 Primary  Schools by  Category 

The district has a total number of 115 Primary schools of which 8 are community, 64 are 

public, 4 are grant aided and 48 are private schools. Public schools recorded the highest 

enrollment levels of 42,335 against the number of 415 classroom blocks. This can be 

interpreted that the classroom infrastructure in public schools is inadequate. In terms 

of classroom to pupil ratio, this denotes that the classroom ratio is 1:102 contrary to the 

recommended 1:40 per classroom.  The table below is a summary of the total number 

of education centres, enrolments, number of teachers segregated by gender and the 

number of classrooms at primary level. Inadequate classroom  
 

Table 21: Total number of Education Centres , teachers and enrollment levels  

Category Numbe

r of 

Centres 

Enrolment  Number  of 

teachers 

Number

 

of classrooms 

Boys Girls  Total  M  F 

Community  8 1,217 1,23

2 

2,449 28 90 134 

Public 64 21,274 21,06

1 

42,335 261 985 415 

Grant Aided  4 927 2,05

7 

2,984 26 110 56 

Private 48 3,023 3,18

2 

6,205 111 162 307 

Total 115 26,441 27,53

2 

53,973 426 1,347 912 

Source: DEBS-Kabwe, 2022 

 

 

3.9.1.2.1.8 Secondary Schools by  Category 

 

The total number of secondary schools in the district is 36 segregated as follows;28 

public, 6 grant aided and 2 private. In terms of enrollment levels, girls recorded the 

highest number. The high number of girls enrolled in Primary school may signify 

progress towards gender equality in education.  Further, this may signify efforts to 

promote equal educational opportunities for both genders which is critical to the 
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development of the district.  
 

Table 22: Secondary Schools by Category 

Category No of 

Schools 

Enrolment  Number  of 

Teachers 

Number  of 

classrooms 

Boys Girls  Total  M  F 

Public 28 9,116 8,249 17,365 550 763 311 

Grant Aided  6 869 2,470 3,339 77 105 78 

Private 2 261 208 469 18 27 22 

Total 36 10,246 10,927 21,173 645 895 411 

Source: DEBS-Kabwe, 2022 
 

3.9.1.2.1.9 Enrollment  by  Level  of  Education  by  Sex 

Looking at the district enrolment levels analysis by school category and gender i.e. 

ECE, primary and secondary clearly indicates that there are more girls than boys 

accessing the education service. Primary and secondary level shows the highest 

enrolment levels standing at 27532 females and 26441 males, 10927 females and 10246 

males respectively indicating a huge discrepancy between the females and the males 

enrolled in schools. For details regarding district enrolment levels refer to graph 

above. The youthful population in the district shows that there will still be demand 

for both primary  and secondary school education services owing to the rate of 

population growth.  

 

                    DEBS-Kabwe, 2023 

Figure 47: Enrollment by Education level and sex 
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3.9.1.2.1.10 Number  of  Teachers by  Level  of  Education  by  Sex 
The total number of teachers in the District is 3886 of which 478 are under the ECE category, 1868 

are under Primary school and 1540 under Secondary schools which presents fair  

 staffing levels. 

 
 

DEBS-Kabwe, 2023 

 
 3.9.1.2.1.11   Number of  Classroom at each level  of  Education  

The district experienced an increase in the number of classrooms from 118 in 2019 to 134 in 

2021 under the Early Childhood Education. In terms of Primary level education, the district 

had a total number of 912 classrooms in 2021 and 411 under Secondary School Category. 

This shows that the primary school category had the highest number of classrooms. This is 

good for the district in terms of promoting access to education and a smooth transition to  

education. However, the low number of classrooms at secondary category may impinge 

academic progression, therefore, the IDP will focus on a comprehensive and well-planned 

educational infrastructure for all categories in order to provide a seamless learnin g journey 

for learners in the district. The figure below shows the number of classrooms in the district 

from Early Childhood to Secondary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 48: Number of Teachers by Education Level and Sex 
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DEBS, 2023 
 

3.9.1.2.1.11 Performance of  the District  in  National  Examination  
 

The figure. below shows the district performance in the national examinations 

standing at 75% in 2021 at grade 12, 66% at grade 9 and 61% at grade 7 level. Grade 12 

and 9 district examination performance showed a steady increase by 6% and 5% 

respectively. The improved  examination performance can be attributed  to intensified 

implementation of the reading in school as ascribed in the reading policy that learning 

can only take place when learners are able to read such that those learners who qualify 

to grade 8 are subjected to the reading program. As for the drop in the grade 7 

performance, this was due to slow breaking through  by the learners in terms of 

reading abilities making it difficult for learners to catch up in other subjects. This  is 

the more reason why the district has gone flat out to implement the reading policy 

and catch-up among others. 

 

DEBS, 2021 

Figure 49: Number of Classrooms at each level Education 

Figure 50: Performance in National Examination  
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































